
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners will consider 
allowing Abigail’s Arms to use 
approximately $243,000 in fed-
eral grant funding to add four 
staff  positions for two years to 

help victims of violent crimes in-
cluding domestic violence.
 “I’m asking this specifi cally 
from the American Rescue Plan 
funding,” Abigail’s Arms Execu-
tive Director Ginger Johnson 
said when making her request for 
assistance at the Jan. 24 commis-
sioners court meeting. “Th is is 

dollars coming down that can be 
allocated to nonprofi ts such as 
[Abigail’s Arms.] And I’m look-
ing at this not costing our tax-
payers any additional dollars but 
allowing us to increase our capac-
ity through that.”
 Johnson said in addition to 
asking for access to federal funds, 

she wanted to provide an update 
on services and the numbers of  
local individuals who seek help 
from Abigail’s Arms.
 “To start out with, I kind of 
want you to think in your head 
about your family, your children, 
your grandchildren, your wife, 
your mother, your sister,” she 
said. “I’m going to throw some 
numbers out here. And then 
kind of bring it down to the local 
level…What that means for this 
county.”
 Johnson said one in four adults 
will experience some form of sex-
ual assault after their eighteenth 
birthday during their lifetime. 
One in four women will experi-
ence some form of domestic vio-
lence during their lifetime. One 
in ten children will experience 
some form of sexual assault in 
their lifetime, before they turn 
18, she said. “Th at’s just sexual 
assault for children,” she added. 
“I need to point that out because 
there are a lot of victimizations 
that happen to children that I 
don’t have the statistics ready 
for.”
 Th e 2020 population of Cooke 
County was 41,668, Johnson 
said. “So, if you do the num-
bers… Th at means that in Cooke 
County, there were 23,205 vic-
tims.”
 Abigail’s Arms statistics indi-
cate in 2021, an estimated 1,522 
individuals approached the agen-
cy for victim services, she said, 

(Continued on Page 7)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e Gaines-
ville Independent School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees approved, 
during a special called meeting, 
an order for a board of trustees 
election to coincide with Cooke 
County’s May 7, 2022 joint elec-
tion. 
 “We’ve been able to work out 

all of the logistics for this upcom-
ing May 7, 2022 board of trustee 
election,” Superintendent Dr. 
Des Stewart said. “We’re actu-
ally going to have a joint election 
so basically we can go ahead and 
move forward with actually or-
dering the election.”
 Th ree board seats are up for 
grabs in the election, Stewart 
said.  
 “Place 5 which was held by Mr. 

[Brad] Cox,” he said. “Th at place 
will be advertised as an unex-
pired term which basically means 
whomever wins that spot will 
fulfi ll the remaining two years of 
Mr. Cox’s term. After those two 
years that individual will have 
to run again for that particular 
seat.”
 Also, up for election are Place 
6 currently held by Phil Neelley 
and Place 7 currently held by Co-

rey Hardin.
 Th e board also approved a 
contract for election services and 
an agreement to conduct a joint 
election between Cooke County 
and Gainesville ISD.
 “Th is just… allows us to engage 
in a joint election where we share 
costs with the county and the 
city,” Stewart said. “Initially we 
were going out with an election

(Continued on Page 9)
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

Goodness the time is fl ying right 
along! As of last Wednesday, 
January 26 we have 4 teenagers 
in our household. Tatum Ade-
lie King, who we all aff ection-
ately call “Addy,” celebrated her 
13th Birthday! Happy Birthday 
Addy! Welcome to the fun, crazy 
and eye-opening teenage years. 
You have a beautiful soul with a 
great head on your shoulders so 
I have no doubt you will make 
them the best they can be. Hope 
you had a great birthday, we love 
you!

On a side note, hope everyone 
stays safe if this crazy weather 
shows up this week like they are 
predicting. Hopefully everyone 
can stay inside by a warm fi re 
and enjoy some extra family 
time. 
 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 With the weather forecast 
this week, the Stanford Pearl 
Anniversary Community Open 
House that was planned at the 
Stanford House on Th ursday, 
February 3 has been cancelled. 
We will keep you up to date if/
when the reschedule. Stay safe 
out there everyone!

++++++++

 In the interest of safety, Cooke 
County Republican Women 
Meeting and Candidate Forum 
scheduled for Th ursday, Febru-
ary 3, has been cancelled. At this 
time, no decision has been made 
about re-scheduling. We will 
notify you as soon as possible 
if we do set up a new date and 
time.

++++++++

 Th e public is invited to tune 
in to a local candidate forum 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8, on 
KGAF. Th e forum is hosted by 
the League of Women Voters of 

(Continued on Page 9)

Family Fun at Kenesto Park - Families 
dotted the banks during the Gainesville 
Parks and Recreation Department’s an-
nual Kid’s Trout Fishing Debry held Sat-
urday, Jan. 29 at Kenesto Park Pond. 
The event is for children 16 and under. 
The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
Inland Fisheries stocked the pond with 
2,500 catchable trout prior to the kid 
fi sh event.   (The Weekly News Photos)  

Commissioners to Consider 

Allocation of Federal Funding 

to Beef Up Abigail’s Arms Staff 

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
Hospital District approved an or-
der of election and will likely hold 
a joint election in May along with 
Cooke County and several other 
entities. 
 “We have to order the election 
for May by February 18,” Board 
President Jeff  Isbell said. “Th is is 
a formality to offi  cially order the 
election.”
 “We are in discussion with the 
county to contract for them to 
do our election in May as well,” 
Christy Daughtry, administrative 

assistant, said. “Th is is a generic 
order of election just for us to meet 
the requirements. Th is may be ed-
ited, and we may have to have a 
special called meeting that would 
probably last us fi ve minutes. 
 Daughtry noted the board must 
do its notice of election not in-
cluding the agreement.
 “We’ll have possibly a revised 
order of election, your notice of 
election and a contract with the 
county,” Daughtry said.  “Th e rea-
son for the contract is that since 
they are required to have an elec-
tion in May, they have more poll-
ing locations than we do. So, for 
the benefi t of the voter we’d like to 

coincide with that but since they 
have the capability and we do not 
we’re looking at contracting. So, I 
will get back to y’all with that.”
 Th e board approved minutes of 
the Nov. 21, 2021 regular meet-
ing.
 Chief Financial Offi  cer Shelle 
Diehm provided a quarterly com-
parison for October, November 
and December fi nancial reports.
 She noted that during the three-
month period sources of income 
were $1.52 million compared to 
a budget of $1.4 million. Th e in-
crease is due in part to $33,919 in 
delinquent tax collections.
 “On the expense side which is 

line 7-24, we actually were under 
on expenses… Line 23 and 24 
you can see we budgeted for spe-
cial projects, for legal, and we did 
not have any fees this time,” she 
continued.  “We also budgeted 
for accounting software at $500 
a month and… none of that oc-
curred. Everything else is pretty 
much on budget.”
 Diehm noted depreciation is 
a little bit lower and the district 
has a $15,000 positive net change 
in position compared to a loss of 
$157,000.
 “Now, a couple of things to re-
mind you,” she said. “We booked 

(Continued on Page 6)

Gainesville Hospital District 

Approves Election for May 7
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GAVA ‘For the Love 
of Art’ Set Virtually
COOKE COUNTY – To 
keep our community safe, 
Gainesville Area Visual 
Art’s 9th Annual “For Th e 
Love of Art” is going virtual 
for 5 weeks instead of the 
one night in-person event 
at the Historic State Th e-
ater. All of the amazing art 
from GAVA members will 
be available for purchase 
February 4 – March 4th to 
support a great scholarship 
– 20% of all sales goes to 
the GAVA Scholarship! As 
the show is virtual everyone 
can enjoy all the art wheth-
er they live in Gainesville, 
Texas or Gainesville, Flor-
ida.
 Show Chair Joe Conner 
is excited to announce the 

three Marquee Sponsors for 
2022 are Lee Russell – Ed-
ward Jones, Jim Goldswor-
thy – State Farm & Under-
ground Vapes. Th ese three 
sponsors are not the only 
local companies & busi-
nesses showing their LOVE 
of ART, and GAVA thanks 
them all for their continued 
support of our scholarships 
for Cooke County High 
School Seniors! Each of the 
sponsors are featured in the 
VIRTUAL show with a full 
color ad. 
 Th e Original Art Raffl  e 
features a stunning piece 
of pottery from our be-
loved Sylvia Deaver, that 
was donated by her family, 
a beautiful acrylic painting 

from Stacey Jones, amazing 
acrylic painting from Katie 
Brinkley and a stunning 
copper necklace featuring 
two garnets from Donna 
Bills.  Raffl  e tickets are $5 
each or three for $10 – and 
all money raised from the 
raffl  e goes directly to the 
GAVA Scholarship. Tick-
ets can be purchased on 
the GAVA website: WWW.
GAINESVILLEAREAVI-
SUALARTS.ORG. 
 Th e 2022 GAVA schol-
arship is for a graduating 
senior who is planning on 
majoring or minoring in a 
fi eld of visual art… from 
the fi ne artist to the archi-
tect, photographer or pot-
ter, landscaper or cake dec-

orator - all qualifying visual 
artists are invited to apply 
for the scholarship. Public, 
private and homeschooled 
students are eligible - check 
with your local high school 
counselor or visit our web-
site for an application.
 All applications must be 
received by March 4, 2022. 
Students will be asked to 
provide samples of their 
work as well as academic 
records. Th e 2022 appli-
cation is available from 
GAVA’s website: WWW.
GAINESVILLEAREAVI-
SUALARTS.ORG 
 For additional informa-
tion contact: Joe Conner 
info@gainesvilleareavisual-
arts.org.

NTMC Welcomes New 
Doctor with Hometown Ties
GAINESVILLE – North 
Texas Medical Center is 
proud to welcome Elizabeth 
Newman, DO to its medical 
staff . Dr. Newman will join 
NTMC Health Complete 
Care beginning Jan. 31.
 Dr. Newman was born 
and raised in Gainesville and 
graduated from Callisburg 
High School in 2010. Af-
ter graduating from Baylor 
University with a degree in 
Medical Humanities, she at-
tended medical school at the 
Texas College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Fort Worth and 
recently completed her Fam-
ily Medicine residency in 
Waco. She is board certifi ed 
with the American Board of 
Family Medicine and is cur-
rently working toward board 
certifi cation in Family Medi-
cine with Obstetrics.
 “We are excited to have 
a physician with Dr. New-
man’s unique skill set join the 
NTMC Health family,” said 
North Texas Medical Cen-
ter CEO Tom Sledge. “In 
today’s world of specialized 
medicine, primary care phy-
sicians that have the creden-
tials and passion to see their 
pregnant patients all the way 
through delivery are rare. Dr. 
Newman will be the only 
physician at NTMC that 
provides family medicine 
and obstetrics services. Dr. 
Newman will be delivering 
babies along with Dr. Zaira 
Jorai-Khan, Dr. Molly Isola 
and Certifi ed Nurse Midwife 
Kathy Ellis. We feel blessed 
that Dr. Newman chose to 
come back home to begin 

her practice.”
 Dr. Newman is a fl uent 

Spanish speaker and she has 
experience caring for patients 
of all ages. She has training 
in newborn care, pediatrics, 
prenatal care and obstetrics, 
gynecology and birth con-
trol, general medicine, HIV 
medicine, mental health, 
geriatrics and nursing home 
care, as well as extensive pro-
cedural experience.
 “I am so thrilled and hon-
ored to come home and care 
for the community that has 
rallied behind me in so many 
ways through my long jour-
ney of becoming a doctor,” 
Newman said. “It’s been so 
humbling to see friends and 
their families as patients. To 
be entrusted with that re-
sponsibility is an honor and a 
privilege for which I’m grate-
ful.”
 Dr. Newman will see pa-
tients at the NTMC Health 
Complete Care Clinic at 
1902 Hospital Blvd., in 
Gainesville. NTMC Health 
is on the main campus of 

North Texas Medical Center 
in the Medical Offi  ce Build-
ing on the east side.
 “I am so excited to be 
working for NTMC and 
am excited for the trajectory 
of medical care in Cooke 
County,” she said. “An ex-
ample of how I have seen 
this play out is in the rate of 
deliveries at NTMC almost 
doubling since the summer. 
Having been born in Gaines-
ville, I am so excited to get to 
be a part of the growth and 
trust in a thriving medical 
facility in my hometown. 
I think the convenience of 
our Complete Care Clinic 
adjacent to the hospital is 
a game changer and I have 
high hopes and aspirations 
for how this ‘one-stop-shop’ 
can change the health and 
wellness of a community.”
 “It is a joy and a privilege 
to get to care for others on 
sometimes the best and other 
times the worst days of their 
lives, as well as all the days 
in between,” she said. “I love 
Family Medicine for that 
reason. I get to build rela-
tionships and take care of pa-
tients like they are family and 
we all hopefully get to grow 
up and grow old together. 
It is also why I am passion-
ate about women’s health 
because if you care well for a 
woman, she can infl uence an 
entire family to seek medi-
cal care and thus can impact 
health for an entire commu-
nity, generation and beyond. 
I love caring for a woman 
through pregnancy, then car-
ing for her baby, then caring 

for her whole family. It’s the 
best.”
 Dr. Newman is married 
to Devvon Newman and 
has two children, Evalyn (4) 
and Silas (8 months). She is 
the daughter of Jay Puckett 
and Martha Quiroz Puckett, 
both of whom still live in 
Gainesville.
 To schedule an appoint-
ment with Dr. Newman, call 
NTMC Complete Care at 
940-612-8750.
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Kevin Brewer

Services
Kevin David Brewer, 78, 

of Gainesville, Texas, went 
to be with his Lord and sav-
ior while surrounded by his 
family on January 30, 2022. 
 Services for Kevin will be 
held at First Baptist Church 
in Gainesville on Saturday, 
February 5th at 2:00pm.  
Visitation will be before-
hand at 1:00pm at First 
Baptist Church.  Services 
are under the care of Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.
History

Born October 8, 1943, 
in Olton, Texas, he was the 
son of the late Floyd David 
Brewer and Claudia Nell 
(Pearson) Brewer of Gaines-
ville.
 Kevin graduated from 
Callisburg High School in 
1962. In 1963 he married 
Juanell (Conaway) Branyan 
of Dexter where they lived 
for 18 years and had 5 won-
derful children, then later 
divorced in 1982. He then 
found another love in Lou-
ise (Wells) Brewer and her 
beautiful children. Kevin 
and Louise were married 
in 1983 and after 38 years, 
with his wife by his side, 
he went to be with his lord 
and savior. Kevin worked at 
National Supply Company 
for 20 years where he was 

a shift foreman until they 
closed in 1986. He then 
took a lead machinist role 
at Circuit Breaker Sales Co., 
where he retired after 30 
years of service having a cel-
ebration with his family and 
friends. Kevin was an avid 
outdoorsman who loved 
to hunt and fi sh, especially 
with his kids and grandkids. 
He was a member of the 
Texoma Bass Club in the 
1970’s where he made his 
own fi shing worms. He also 
enjoyed hunting arrowheads 
in local peanut fi elds, pol-
ishing rocks, cooking, and 
listening to the Rangers on 
summer nights. Kevin had 
a creative mind and was a 
true inventor at heart. Not 
only did he provide for his 
family over his lifetime with 
his inventiveness, but he 
was also a craftsman in his 
own personal workshop. He 
also loved the time he spent 
traveling with his wife and 
riding his motorcycle with 
the Cooke County Motor-
cycle Club. He was an ac-
complished rider and rode 
the perimeter of Texas twice. 
Kevin was a spiritual man 
and served as a Deacon of 
Hibbit Baptist Church of 
Dexter as well as a longtime 
member of First Baptist 
Church of Gainesville. He 
touched several lives over his 
78 years and loved his fam-
ily and friends along with 
his dogs.
Survivors
 Kevin is survived by his 
wife, Louise (Wells) Brewer 
of Gainesville; children, Jua-
nette Lobaugh and husband 
Jeff  of Whitesboro; Char-
lotte Williams and husband 
Brad of Callisburg; Justin 
Brewer and wife Janice of 
Gainesville; Tim Brewer 
and wife Michelle of Lind-
say; Dusty Brewer and wife 
Ashley of Georgetown, 

TX; stepchildren, Archie 
Woodard and wife Mary of 
Desoto, TX; Alicia Blevins 
and husband David of Blue 
Ridge, TX; grandchildren, 
Shelby, Emily and Justin Lo-
baugh; Zachary Williams; 
Eric Williams and his wife, 
Kristin; Ethan and Kyle 
Williams, Shelby Brewer, 
Kayla Bauwin and her hus-
band Gunnar; Preston and 
Addison Brewer; Hudson, 
Ellie and Finley Brewer; 
Heather and Ashley Blevins; 
great grandchildren, Steeli 
and Ty Williams, Palmer 
Bauwin, Jimmy Hoskins III.
 Kevin was preceded in 
death by his father, Floyd 
David Brewer of Gaines-
ville; mother, Claudia Nell 
(Pearson) Brewer; sister, 
Lynda Carole (Brewer) 
Joyner and brother-in-law 
Donald Joyner of Coke, TX; 
brother, LCpl. Th omas Neal 
Brewer of Gainesville; and 
granddaughter, Krista Erin 
Brewer of Gainesville.
 Pallbearers will be Dusty 
Brewer, Tim Brewer, Jus-
tin Lobaugh, Jerry Tucker, 
Brad Williams, and Archie 
Woodard.  Honorary pall-
bearers will be Justin Brewer 
and David Blevins. 
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jerry “JJ” Linn
Johnson

Services
Funeral services for JJ 

Johnson, age 76 of Gaines-
ville, are scheduled for Fri-
day, February 4, 2022 at 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral home with Jack Jones 
and Rev. Hollis Parsons of-
fi ciating.  Visitation will 
be 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
with the service beginning 
at 2:00 p.m.  In lieu of pall-
bearers, the Gainesville Po-
lice Department will stand 
in honor for his service.
History

JJ went to help his fellow 
Marines guard the gates of 
Heaven after a long battle 
of heart disease having his 

fi rst heart attack in 1993 
followed by open-heart sur-
gery in 1995 with numerous 
stints to follow.
 JJ was born in Gainesville, 
on October 16, 1945. 
 JJ spent 9 years in the 
Marine Corps, 18 months 
in Vietnam and 40 years 
in law enforcement includ-
ing Muenster PD, Cooke 
County Sheriff  Offi  ce (May 
1981-Nov 1983), Lindsay 
Chief of Police (Nov 1983-
Sep 1984), and the last 
31 years at the Gainesville 
Police Department (Sep 
1984-May 2015).  He loved 
his job, especially what he 
called “his downtown”.  He 
never met a stranger and he 
enjoyed every business and 
their candy bowl.  One of 
JJ’s favorite things to do was 
to sing in the courthouse.
Survivors
 He is survived by his wife 
of 33 years, Linda Johnson, 
sons Bart Johnson of Rock-
wall, Tommy Johnson and 
wife Salina of Azle, step-sons 
David Hensley of Th ack-
erville and George Hensley 
and wife Jennifer of McAl-
ester, Oklahoma, 11 grand-
children and 3 great grand-
children.
 JJ was preceded in death 
by his mother Myrtle Faye 
(Harlow) Johnson.  
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Gainesville Citizen Police 
Academy Alumni Associa-
tion (GCPAAA) on behalf 
of the Gainesville Police De-
partment.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Leona “Tess”
(McMains) Burrows

Services
 Leona “Tess” (McMains) 
Burrows of Gainesville, Tex-
as passed away on January 
29, 2022.
 Funeral services will be 
announced at a later date.
History
 She was born in 1927 and 
adopted at the age of one 
from Hope Cottage in Dal-
las, Texas. She lived with her 
loving parents in Durant, 
Oklahoma until she was 16 
when they moved to Deni-
son, Texas.
 After graduating from 
Denison High School in 
1945, she went to South-
eastern State College in 
Durant (now known as 
Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University). She 
graduated in 1954 with a 
BS in Elementary Educa-
tion and went on to teach 
at the Golden Rule School 
in Denison for many years. 
She later went back to 
school and obtained her 
Masters in Teaching. 
 In 1955 she married her 
high school sweetheart, 
John “Jack” Burrows and 
was happily married for 53 
years before his passing in 
2008. Together they raised 
her only child, Nikki (Bol-
linger) Addison. In 1960 
the family moved to Salva-
dor, Brazil where her hus-
band worked as a geologist 
for the Brazilian govern-
ment. While there, she and 
two other teachers realized 
the need for an American 
school, and together they 
founded the Pan American 
School of Bahia. She en-
joyed serving as the school’s 

fi rst principal and was very 
proud that it remains open 
to this day. 
 In 1970, the family 
moved to Gainesville, Texas 
after she accepted a position 
at the Cooke County Junior 
College (now known as the 
North Central Texas Col-
lege) to be their Reading 
Director. While there she 
served as the Department 
Chair for the Reading and 
Foreign Language depart-
ments. She retired from the 
college in 1988. 
 In her retirement she 
enjoyed managing a local 
jewelry store that she and 
her husband owned. She 
also enjoyed reading, play-
ing cards with friends and 
volunteering at the V.F.W. 
Post 1922 where her hus-
band served as a former 
Commander. She treasured 
all her friends at the Sum-
mit Senior Village and ap-
preciated all of the help 
they had given her over the 
last few years. Above all 
else, she loved her family. 
Th ere was rarely a day that 
went by that she wasn’t 
calling and checking in on 
somebody from the family. 
To some she was known as 
Tessie, to others the cookie 
lady (she was famous for 
handing out cookies to ev-
eryone she encountered) 
but to her family she was 
simply Meme, and she will 
be missed. 
Survivors
 Survivors include: son-
in-law, Tim Addison of 
Coppell; grandson, Stace 
Maxwell of Sanger; grand-
daughter, Jordan Walker 
and Alan Corscadden of 
Dallas; great-grandchildren: 
Trace Maxwell, Brandi Hill, 
James Anderson and Kaia 
Corscadden; and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
great-great-grandchildren 
and other friends and family 
she loved very much.  
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Wilma Ruth 
Mason-McMains and Leo 
Daniel McMains; her hus-
band, John Burrows; her 
daughter, Nikki Addison; 
and her granddaughter, 
Dylan Gotcher. 

Wilma Lorene
Buchner Mathis

Services
 A funeral service for Wil-
ma Lorene Buchner Mathis 
will be held Friday, Febru-
ary 4, 2022, at 11:00 AM 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home with Rev. 
Dr. Barry Hughes offi  ciat-
ing.  Burial will follow in 
Fairview Cemetery.
History
 Wilma Lorene Buchner 
Mathis, born June 9, 1932, 
died January 29, 2022, at 
age 89.
 Lorene was born in We-
woka, Oklahoma and lived 
there until 1942 when 
she and her family moved 
to Gainesville, TX. She 
graduated from Gainesville 
High School in 1949 and 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin 
in 1953, with a Bachelor 
of Business Administration 
degree. While at UT, she 
was a member of Beta Beta 
Alpha, business fraternity. 
 After graduation, Lorene 
moved to Dallas and be-
gan working for Magnolia 
Oil Company, which later 
became Mobil. In 1954, 
Lorene moved back to 
Gainesville and went to 
work for Standard of Texas 
Oil Company where she 
met the man of her dreams, 
Jim Mathis. Together, they 
moved with their family to 
various locations in Texas, 
California and Louisiana as 
well as traveling the world 
with Jim’s fi nal assignment 
with Chevron Oil Compa-
ny. Lorene and Jim retired 
to Horseshoe Bay, TX in 
1989 from Chevron’s cor-
porate headquarters in San 

Francisco, CA. Lorene and 
Jim enjoyed traveling and 
playing bridge.
 Lorene was actively en-
gaged in church and poli-
tics no matter where she 
and her family lived at the 
time. Lorene enjoyed her 
volunteer work and was 
extremely proud of be-
ing an American. She was 
a teacher and mentor and 
loved sharing her passion 
of reading with others.
 Lorene was the consum-
mate hostess and loved to 
entertain. She shared that 
love and passion with her 
daughters. A robust and 
skillful organizer, Lorene 
could plan and execute 
fl awless dinner parties, 
children’s birthday festivi-
ties and large-scale events 
with ease and fl air. Lorene 
was known to light up 
a room with her South-
ern charm and wonderful 
smile.
 Her greatest joy however, 
was her two grandchildren, 
whom she stayed actively 
engaged in their lives, and 
living out retirement years 
at the lake.
Survivors
 Lorene is preceded in 
death by her husband of 53 
years, James (Jim) Warner 
Mathis, her parents Wil-
liam J. (Bill) Buchner and 
Mary Cleo Buchner, and 
her brother Kelly Wayne 
Buchner. Lorene is sur-
vived by her daughters Sal-
ly Louise Mathis Ramsay 
and husband Ian Ramsay 
and Elizabeth Anne Mathis 
Matz, along with her pre-
cious grandchildren Tra-
vis McKinzie Ramsay and 
Emily Anne Matz. She is 
also survived by numerous 
beloved family members 
and treasured friends.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, please 
consider donating to the 
American Diabetes Asso-
ciation at www.diabetes.
org or the American Heart 
Association at www.heart.
org.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Marsha Nelson
 
Services
 Marsha Nelson, 66, 
of Gainesville, passed 
away January 29, 2022 in 
Gainesville.
 Th e family will receive 
friends from 5:30 to 7:30 
P.M. on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.  Th e 
funeral service will begin at 
2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, 
February 2, 2022, at Cal-
vary Baptist Church with 
Bro. Mickey Lyles offi  ciat-
ing.  Interment will follow 
at Fairview Cemetery.
History
 Marsha was born March 
25, 1955, fi rst born be-
loved daughter of James F. 
Compton and Erma Dean 
(Howell) Compton.  She 
attended Denison schools 
and graduated from Deni-
son High School in 1973.  
She married her soulmate 
and love of her life, Da-
vid K. Nelson, on May 29, 
2004 in Gainesville.
Survivors
 Survivors include: hus-
band, David Nelson; son, 
Bryant Nelson and wife, 
Amber; son, Tyler Nelson 
and wife, Breanna; son, 
Riley Nelson and wife, 
Ashlynd; grandsons: Ryder 
Nelson, Tristan Nelson, 
and one to come; sister, 
Becky Hesse and husband, 
Loyd; aunt, Linda Watson 
and husband, Paul; aunt, 
Ruby Howell; aunt, Char-
lene Compton; niece, Me-
gan Hesse; nephew, Ryan 
Hesse; great-niece, Em-
ily Hesse; and host of lov-
ing cousins and precious 
friends.
 Marsha was preceded in 
death by her parents.
 Serving as pallbearers are: 
Bryant Nelson, Tyler Nel-
son, Riley Nelson, Ryan 
Hesse, Michael Parkhill, 
and Jason Parkhill.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Anonymously 
report crime in 
Gainesville at 
940.612.0000

For emergencies, 
call 911

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.
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Opinions

Patrick J. Buchanan

Is Democracy Dying or America Disintegrating?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

“What do we mean by the 
Revolution? Th e war? Th at 
was no part of the revolu-
tion; it was only an eff ect 
and consequence of it. Th e 
revolution was in the minds 
of the people.” 
 What did John Adams 
mean when he wrote this to 
Th omas Jeff erson in 1815, 
after both had served as 
president?
 Adams was saying that 
America, the country that 
took up arms and fought for 
its independence from the 
British, was already a nation 
-- before 1775.
 America preexisted the 
Constitution, Adams is 
saying. America had been 
conceived and born before 
he and Jeff erson began to 

write its Declaration of 
Independence in Philadel-
phia in 1776. America had 
come into being even before 
Lexington and Concord in 
1775.
 A corollary of what Ad-
ams wrote is that America, 
and the republic created by 
the Constitution, are not 
the same thing. 
 While America is a coun-
try, a republic is the form of 
government created for that 
country in Philadelphia in 
1787.
 “A republic if you can 
keep it,” said Ben Franklin 
to the lady who had asked 
what kind of government 
they had created for the al-
ready existing nation, when 
he emerged from that con-
stitutional convention.
 What, then, are our elites 
bewailing when they say 
that populists, rightists and 
Trumpists have put “our de-
mocracy” at risk?
 Answer: It is not America 
the country or America the 
nation they are referring to, 
but our political system as it 
has evolved.
 And what is the nature of 
the threat they see?
 A precondition of democ-
racy is that the results of 
elections be recognized and 
respected, and if repeatedly 

challenged, this is a mortal 
threat. And this is the pres-
ent peril.  
 Yet, there are other pre-
conditions, not only for de-
mocracies but for countries, 
that were enumerated in 
Th e Federalist Papers:
 “Providence has been 
pleased to give this one 
connected country to one 
united people -- a people 
descended from the same 
ancestors, speaking the 
same language, professing 
the same religion, attached 
to the same principles of 
government, very similar in 
their manners and customs 
... “
 “Th is country and this 
people seem to have been 
made for each other, and 
it appears as if it was the 
design of Providence, that 
an inheritance so proper 
and convenient for a band 
of brethren, united to each 
other by the strongest ties, 
should never be split into a 
number of unsocial, jealous, 
and alien sovereignties.”
 John Jay was describing 
the preconditions of a na-
tion, a country, a people. 
Do these preconditions still 
exist in America?
 “One united people”? “A 
band of brethren”? A com-
mon ancestry, common re-

ligion, common language, 
common customs and man-
ners?
 Th at may describe the 
America of 1789. Does it 
describe the America of 
2022? Or does Jay’s phrase, 
“a number of unsocial, jeal-
ous and alien sovereignties,” 
better describe the America 
of today?
 Hillary Clinton once 
wrote off  half of Trump’s 
supporters, nearly one-
fourth of the nation, as “a 
basket of deplorables ... rac-
ist, sexist, homophobic, xe-
nophobic, Islamaphobic ... 
bigots,” who are “irredeem-
able.” 
 Assume that our elites, 
who often echo what Hill-
ary Clinton said of the pop-
ulist Trumpist right, agree 
with her.
 Why would virtuous lib-
erals wish to continue in 
political association with 
people like this? Why would 
they not declare that, if an 
election again delivers rule 
to such people, we want no 
part of the system or polity 
that produced so intolerable 
an outcome? 
 Why would the capture 
of all three branches of gov-
ernment by people such as 
Hillary Clinton describes 
not be cause for dissolving 

the Union?
 How could democracy be 
a superior form of govern-
ment, if it could deliver the 
republic to people such as 
these, and perhaps twice? 
 If the progressives’ en-
emies are “Nazis” and “fas-
cists,” why would progres-
sives not rise in resistance 
and reject their rule, rather 
than cooperate with them in 
the governance of the coun-
try? 
 Why would good people 
not battle to overturn an 
election that produced a 
majority for such “deplo-
rables”? 
 Do the commands of de-
mocracy take precedence 
over the demands of de-
cency? Rather than govern 
in concert with people like 
this, why not get as far re-
moved from them as pos-
sible?
 Th e point here: Not only 
may the preconditions of 
democracy be disappearing, 
but the preconditions of 
nationhood may be disinte-
grating.
 Again, the American right 
is today routinely compared 
to Nazis, fascists and Klans-
men. Why would good lib-
eral Democrats accept an 
electoral victory and future 
rule by Nazis and fascists 

rather than seek to overturn 
it, by whatever means neces-
sary? 
 And how do you hold up 
American democracy as a 
model to mankind if, after 
two centuries, it has pro-
duced scores of millions of 
citizens like those described 
by Hillary Clinton?
 And, again, if the precon-
ditions of democracy are 
vanishing, and the precon-
ditions of nationhood are 
disappearing, is not seces-
sion of some kind inevitable 
and even desirable?
 Ultimately, the logic of 
our situation must lead us 
to consider something like 
this. Western Maryland’s 
attempt to secede and join 
West Virginia, and Eastern 
Oregon’s attempt to secede 
and join Idaho, may be har-
bingers of what is to come.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: Th e Battles 
Th at Made and Broke a 
President and Divided 
America Forever.” To fi nd 
out more about Patrick Bu-
chanan and read features by 
other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators website at www.cre-
ators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2022 
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By Jamie Stiehm

WASHINGTON -- Now is 
not a good time to go to war 
with Russia. 
 Th e United States just 
ended a 20-year lost war in 
Afghanistan fi ve months ago, 
returning the ragged country 
to the Taliban’s control. 
 Still suff ering from the 
pandemic and rocky poli-
tics, we need to get our own 
house in order. 
 Ukraine is just not worth 
it, I’m not sorry to say. It 
does not belong to the Eu-
ropean alliance, NATO, and 

has a shady reputation for 
corruption, as President Joe 
Biden declared bluntly when 
he was vice president. 
 I might add that we need 
a major course correction in 
dealing with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, who 
understands America a lot 
better than we understand 
him. Th is is how he outplays 
us every time. 
 Seizing on a weakened 
president and divided mo-
ment for American democ-
racy, Putin has heightened 
tensions by building up 
military exercises encircling 
the Ukrainian border. Th is is 
unnerving, to be sure. Is this 
Putin’s revenge, a long time 
coming? 
 Fears of a Russian land in-
vasion are rising, as it’s well-
known Putin deeply resents 
the loss of Ukraine when the 
Soviet Union fell apart. We 
can and must do everything 
possible to reach a diplomat-
ic solution. 
 Better yet, take it to the 
United Nations. Isn’t that 

what it’s for, peacekeep-
ing and justice in an unruly 
world? Let Russia defend it-
self in an international court 
or forum. 
 But you can see the voluble 
retired generals amping up 
on cable, the Pentagon alert-
ing the 82nd Airborne amid 
8,500 “response troops” 
for NATO, while Congress 
is out of town leaving the 
president to act freely -- and 
rashly -- without authoriza-
tion. Ordering our embassy 
families home is another step 
in this weary dance of war by 
both sides. 
 I hope Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken has the 
chops to deftly deal with 
seasoned and wily old Rus-
sian counterparts. I think he 
does. 
 It’s not like America 
hasn’t helped Ukraine. Un-
der former President Don-
ald Trump, we recently sent 
Ukraine a staggering $400 
million in military aid for 
its ongoing shadow war with 
Russia. Th at’s a good chunk 

of President Biden’s Build 
Back Better agenda. 
 Putin has to be handled 
carefully and respected as a 
shrewd adversary. He cannot 
be dismissed outright as an 
evil force, even if the former 
KGB agent does commit ca-
gey, evil deeds. 
 Th e worst of these was in-
terfering in the 2016 presi-
dential election in Donald 
Trump’s favor. Trump was 
putty -- or puppet -- in Pu-
tin’s hands 
 Ukraine’s brash leader, 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, is acting as if his nation 
is entitled to the protection 
of the transatlantic alliance. 
No, it’s not, and there should 
be no vague promises about 
entering NATO’s “open 
door” someday soon. 
 Zelensky was on the world 
stage during Trump’s fi rst 
impeachment for bribery, 
way back in 2019. Speak-
ing on the phone, Trump 
demanded “a favor though.” 
He wanted Zelensky to an-
nounce an investigation into 

his likely opponent, Biden, 
and his son Hunter, in return 
for the $400 million. 
 Very nice. Zelensky was 
apparently willing to go 
along, as he desperately 
wanted a White House visit. 
I remember the hearings all 
too well. Trump also trashed 
the distinguished American 
ambassador, Marie Yovano-
vitch, for being too tough 
on Ukrainian corruption. 
He drove her out of the 
country. 
 Great Britain is champing 
for a showdown with Russia 
over Ukraine. If they want to 
fi ght that battle, let our best 
ally do it. But the United 
States should be on the side 
of seeking peace.  
 Oh, there are larger con-
cerns at stake. Th e national 
security establishment -- in-
cluding pundits -- is search-
ing for something to do 
without a war. 
 Ukraine could be just the 
beginning of Russia reclaim-
ing its old sovereignty and 
land mass, so they say. 

 Here’s something for the 
experts: rethink NATO en-
largement. We made a stra-
tegic error back in the 1990s, 
by crowing that America 
“won” the Cold War. Enlarg-
ing NATO with Hungary, 
Poland and the Czech Re-
public (former Soviet bloc 
nations) was seen as taunting 
and threatening the humbled 
Russia. 
 We didn’t need that. Th en-
President Bill Clinton’s top 
diplomats could have simply 
stated the Cold War “ended,” 
and what a blessing that was, 
writ large, for the world. 
 Gloating and expand-
ing East was rubbing salt in 
a young Putin’s wound -- 
which hasn’t healed yet. 
 Jamie Stiehm may be 
reached at JamieStiehm.com. 
Follow Jamie on Twitter @
JamieStiehm. To fi nd out 
more about Jamie Stiehm 
and other Creators Syndicate 
columnists and cartoonists, 
please visit Creators.com. 
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Jamie Stiehm

War And Peace: Reading Putin Better 

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Congratulations go to 
you for reporting “THE 
NEWS”, fair and balanced 
by allowing one to make 
their own assessment of 
what’s going on “today”. I 
refer to the columns on the 
OPINIONS section by Ja-
mie Stiehm and Patrick J. 
Buchanan. 
 It is obvious which side 
each one is on, Liberal or 
Conservative, but I encour-
age every reader to wade 
through each column to be 
able to make an informed 
decision on the “facts” of 

the situation before they 
just cast an uninformed 
vote.
 What’s important is, 
what is going on in this 
country of ours. “IS THAT 
WHAT WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO EN-
DORSE”. It is your vote, 
use it wisely.
 Being informed is the 
road to intelligent thought 
and voting.

Bob Bauer
Muenster

To the Editor, 

 We have made it almost 
1 month into 2022.  Th e 
streets here in Gainesville 
(Hooterville) are in worse 
shape than they have been 
in the last fi fty (50) years.  
Th e City Manager keeps 
buying & paying for con-
crete, all the while when it 
should be asphalt.  
 I suppose the current 

City Manager threatened to 
leave here for another job, 
because the Town Coun-
cil recently awarded him 
a $40,000 a year raise, up 
from $180,000, which was 
WAY above the State Aver-
age Pay for City Managers.  
Plus, that doesn’t even take 
into account ALL the al-
lowances he receives.
 Th en we have the illustri-
ous Fire Chief here.  Each 
morning art 8:00 AM, 
the GFD conducts Radio 
Checks.  NO previous chief 
ever used such, which is 
NEEDLESS.  First of all, 
I cannot believe how many 
Portable Radios this Fire 
Department possesses.
 When someone reports 
a “Structure Fire,” this Fire 
Department, WITHOUT 
THOUGHT, or evidence, 
orders 3 Alarms, the maxi-
mum here.  Th at order is 
given to the dispatcher be-
fore ANY Fire Personnel 
has investigated the loca-
tion.
 Most of the time, it is 
NOT a true Structure Fire, 

but someone burning trash 
or leaves in the Back Yard.  
As a result, here in town, 
it is usually some Illegal 
Immigrant, who claims to 
NOT speak English, & did 
not understand all the fuss.
 I am quite sure that there 
are NO such Ordinances 
in Mexico.  Another stupid 
move this Fire Department 
does is declining to go out 
of an EMS Assist Call in-
volving a Covid Positive 
person.  I cannot help but 
wonder how many they go 
out on, in which the per-
son needing help IS Covid 
Positive, & it has not been 
reported.
 I’ve mentioned this be-
fore, but IF all of the Fire 
Personnel here are Certi-
fi ed Medics, there should 
be NO issue in attending 
a Covid Positive Patient.  
When there is an actual 
emergency, such as a fi re 
or vehicle accident on I-35, 
Fire Department Personnel 
waste MORE time talking 
to 1 another on the radio.  
TOO many radios. 

 Th e City Limits Signs 
still state 16,002, the 2010 
count.  Some sources now 
show the Population of 
Gainesville (Hooterville) at 
17,452.  Th is is NOT veri-
fi ed.  One 2018 estimate 
was 16,612, which is closer 
to actual.  In summary, this 
town has gained approxi-
mately 4,000 in popula-
tion, AT THE MOST, 
since 1970.  
 Th at is pitiful, except for 
ALL the Controllers here 
who do NOT want the 
town to grow.  Gainesville 
(Hooterville) is no longer a 
wealthy town, as it was back 
when Oil was Big.  Now al-
most 30% of the popula-
tion live below the Poverty 
Line.  

 Watch your Vehicle 
Speed anywhere on East 
Highway 82.  Th at in-
cludes from 82 & Fair Av-
enue to FM 371 (Walnut 
Bend Road).  People seem 
to forget the varying Speed 
Limits on both sides of the 
highway.  Because of the 
many Side Roads intersect-
ing with Highway 82, it can 
be confusing.
 TXDOT informed me 
that they do have the re-
quired number of Speed 
Limit Signs out there.  An-
other Hot Spot is West Cal-
ifornia Street from I-35 out 
to the local college, 45 mph 
past the Elm Creek bridge.

Dean Smith
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were re-
ported to the Cooke County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Offi  cers investigated an in-
cident of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams at 4th Street and 
Robinson Street.
 Gloria Haverkamp Kl-
ement reported theft of mail 
in the 12000 block of FM 
1630.
 Offi  cers investigated an in-
cident of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram in the 1000 block 
of South Frontage Road in 
Valley View.
 Elder Quinones reported 
obstruction or retaliation 
in the 300 block of County 
Road 451.
 Brandy Renee Smith re-
ported unauthorized use of 

a vehicle in the 100 block of 
Kirby Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of evading arrest/de-
tention with a vehicle in the 
17000 block of West High-
way 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an in-
cident of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram in the 1600 block 
of East Highway 82.
 
Arrest Log
 Joseph Matthew Griffi  th, 
42, possession of marijuana 
less than two ounces, bond 
enhancement.
 James Calvin Whitt, 56, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 28 grams.
 Heather Marie Fletcher, 
38, possession of a controlled 
substance less than one gram 
and tamper/fabricate physi-
cal evidence with intent to 
impair.
 Bobby Wayne Anderson, 
41, possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams, no driver license.

 Gary Wayne Wildeveld 
Jr., 36, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
four grams, tamper/fabricate 
physical evidence with intent 
to impair, possession of mar-
ijuana less than two ounces, 
tamper with government re-
cord- insurance document.
 Robert Dale Serna, 49, 
assault family/household 
member impede breath cir-
culation, two counts of inju-
ry to a child or disabled per-
son, reckless bodily injury.
 Eric Daniel Campbell, 
37, possession of dangerous 
drug.
 Douglas Hott, 47, driving 
while license invalid, failure 
to maintain fi nancial respon-
sibility, failure to appear.
 Javon Christopher Feagins, 
18, evading arrest/detention.
 Jennifer Louise Nelson, 
45, forgery of fi nancial in-
strument less than $150,000.
 James Eugene Lewis, 34, 
motion to proceed to adjudi-
cation evading arrest deten-
tion with a motor vehicle.

Myra Fire Department Building
1659 FM 1198, Myra, TX, 76253

1:00-3:00 pm pickup foods will be served
To send a card PO Box 55, Myra TX 76253

Bernice Sicking will be celebrating her 
90th birthday Sunday February 6.

She would enjoying seeing old neighbors, 
friends, relatives, co-workers,

yes everyone is invited! 

Body Found on I-35 Identifi ed; 

Vehicle Burglary Suspect Arrested 
Gainesville Police Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – An Ard-
more, Oklahoma man be-
lieved connected to a string 
of vehicle burglaries on Jan. 5 
and Jan. 6 in Gainesville was 
arrested Jan. 18 in El Reno, 
Oklahoma during a traffi  c 
stop, according to a Gaines-
ville Police Department news 
release. Casey Allen Brad-

bury, 38, was in possession 
of stolen items connected to 
numerous theft incidents in 
Gainesville. A felony warrant 
has been issued for Brad-
bury’s arrest.
 An unidentifi ed deceased 
person discovered by two 
highway workers Dec. 30 
along the northbound I-35 

service road on has been 
identifi ed as Maggie Leane 
Fleming, 23, of Fort Worth, 
a GPD news release stated.
 A medical examiner deter-
mined Fleming’s death was 
the result of a homicide.  It 
was discovered that Fleming 
had been reported missing 
from Fort Worth. Th e Fort 
Worth Police Department is 
investigating the homicide.
 Investigations into both 
cases are ongoing and anyone 
with information is asked to 
contact the Gainesville Po-
lice Department by calling 
(940) 668-7777, or through 
Facebook at Facebook.com/
GTPolice. Th ose wishing to 
remain anonymous can con-
tact the Crimes Tip Hotline 
at (940) 612-0000.

Gainesville Police De-
partment received the fol-

lowing incident reports.
 Shannon Earl Dean re-
ported fraudulent use/pos-
session of identifying infor-
mation against the elderly in 
the 100 block of Scotsmead-
ow Lane.
 Offi  cers investigated an in-
cident of possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 2500 
block of East Highway 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
700 block of North Taylor 
Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of open alcohol 
container in vehicle in the 
900 block of Bird Street.
 Walmart Supercenter re-
ported theft less than $750 
in the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street. 
 Deslond Montreal Gord-
win report class C assault in 
the 700 block of California 
Street.
 Bibiana Rangel reported 
theft of property less than 

$750 in the 600 block of 
North Taylor Street.
 Jerry James Gage Jr. re-
ported burglary of vehicles 
in the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street.
 Titus Lynn McMillian re-
ported criminal mischief less 
than $750 in the 100 block 
of Davis Street.
 Title Max reported theft 
less than $30,000 in the 1100 
block of East Highway 82.
 Trinidad Evelia Cruz-Pu-
ente reported a hit and run 
accident less than $200 in 
the 400 block of West Cali-
fornia Street.
 Terry Gene McCoy re-
ported unauthorized use of 
a vehicle in the 700 block of 
East Scott Street.
 Charles Francis Barden III 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $2,500 in the 1200 
block of Moss Street.

Arrest Log
 Darrin W. Davis, 27, mis-
demeanor warrant.

 Meagan L. Sutton, 35, 
two misdemeanor warrants.
 Jayden D. Carrier, 21, 
two misdemeanor warrants.
 Aaron C. Moss, 29, mis-
demeanor warrant.
 Jerry D. Th readgill, 40, 
misdemeanor warrant.
 Christian M. Reid, 18, 
evading arrest vehicle, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 28 grams, 
unlawful carrying of weap-
on, 
 Jeremy T. Salyer, 20, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 400 grams.
 Paul D. Sechrist, 23, pos-
session of marijuana less 
than two ounces, possession 
of drug paraphernalia.
 Brody C. Babcock, 17, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Jose L. Salazar, 18, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams.
 Jorge F. Aguilar Lopez, 37, 
driving while intoxicated.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Zoey Noell Odgen vs. 
Alec Lefevre, divorce.
 Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Champion Mortgage 
Company vs. Gilbert Lee 
Synoground, all other civil 
cases.
 Rebecka Ann Saddler vs. 
Guy Nelson Saddler, di-

vorce.
 Kimberly Howard vs. 
Kyle Howard, divorce.
 Th eresa Maryrose Harden 
vs. James Buckeley Harden 
Jr., divorce.
 Elizabeth Kathleen Skip-
worth vs. Jonah Jake Nicho-
las Skipworth, divorce.
 Chad Neal Simpson vs. 
Lynzee Nicole Simpson, di-
vorce.

Cases Decided
 Sarah Jo Smith vs. An-

drew John Smith, default 
judgments, divorce.
 Jose A. Lopez vs. Carmen 
Julia Lopez, agreed judg-
ments, divorce.
 Finance of America Re-
verse LLC vs. Margaret A. 
Edwards, default judgments, 
contract, other contract.
 James Lovett vs. Mary 
Kathleen Lovett, agreed 
judgments, divorce.
 Tony Lynn Boaz vs, Mikki 
Michell Boaz, agreed judg-
ments, divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, DecidedWE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2014 GMC Sierra2014 Dodge Durango 2017 Honda Accord

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!
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Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

License # TACLA 26542C

 
Residential, Commercial • New Construction

Single and Multi-Family • Discounts for 
 Maintenance Agreements • 24 Hr Emergency 

Services No Overtime Fees
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in deferred revenue the full 
amount of what we expect 
to collect on the tax revenue 
and then we amortize that 
back and we book $112 a 
month actual income. So 
what we’ve booked is the 
fi rst three months of the 
tax revenue and there’s still 
nine months to go.”
 In what was previously 
referred to a balance sheet, 
total assets increased from 
$32,617,762 in Sept. 30, 
2021 to $37,830,926 in 
Dec. 31, 2021.
 “Th e other thing I 
would remind you is that 
in February you have an 
interest payment of about 
$1,040,000,” Diehm said. 
“So, obviously the funds 
are there for that.”
 Th e board voted unani-

mously to approve the fi -
nancial report.
 Isbell provided a hospital 
board report.
 “December was a very 
high birth month… the 
most of the year, 26 births,” 
Isbell said using notes com-
piled by Kari Hutcherson 
who was unable to attend 
Monday’s meeting. He also 
noted a budget report in-
dicated the hospital in in 
“pretty good shape budget-
wise.”
 Brent Wallace was sworn 
in as NTMC board mem-
ber to replace former hos-
pital board member Ger-
ald Smith who resigned 
to serve on the Gainesville 
Hospital District board 
and rapid PCR blood test-
ing should be available to 
the district’s rural health 
clinic soon, Isbell said.

 “Clinic volumes con-
tinue to grow,” Isbell said. 
“So, you know, we’re fully 
operational out here,” he 
said. He also said Covid-19 
cases were down. NTMC 
Chief Executive Offi  cer 
Tom Sledge said Covid 
numbers were expected to 
peak in mid-January, Isbell 
added.
 Tiff any Harrison of Clif-
ton Larson Allen, LLP pre-
sented the fi scal year 2021 
annual audit.
 She noted the audit re-
port is an “unqualifi ed 
opinion.” “Th at is the 
highest level of assurance 
that you can receive. Re-
ally, what that’s telling you 
is… there were no quali-
fi cations, nothing of con-
cern as it relates to the au-
dit,” Harrison said.
 Th e audit report is avail-

able in draft form at ntm-
conline.net.
 Th e board also discussed 
a possible electric vehicle 
charging station at the hos-
pital.
 “Th is is just asking per-
mission to even look at this 
since if we were to put an 
EV charging station on 
the property,” Sledge said. 
“You know eventually, it 
becomes part of the prop-
erty which you guys own. 
I’ve talked to a couple of 
sources where they would 
come in and put it in on 
their dime, and of course, 
they have control over it 
and then there’s also the 
option that we put some 
charging stations in on our 
dime and then charge peo-
ple for that service.”
 Sledge said some po-
tential staff  members have 
asked about the availability 
of EV charging stations.
 “Th e reason I’m bringing 
this up is, you know, it’s 
no secret that electric cars 
are becoming more and 
more a part of the world 
we’re going to live in, and 
when it comes to recruit-
ing physicians… for some 
reason that’s the folks that 
are bringing electric cars 
with them. And we’ve had 
a few instances where we’re 
trying to make an accom-
modation for a physician 
or for another provider, 
you know, to get their ve-
hicle charged and it would 
be much easier if they had 
a way just to purchase 
the electricity themselves 
through an EV charging 
station. All I’m asking for 
is for the hospital district’s 
blessing to do some re-
search into that and then 
come back with a proposal 
if needed.”
 Th e board approved al-
lowing hospital offi  cials to 
look into possibly install-
ing EV charging stations.
 Finally, the board of di-
rectors voted to approve 
disposition of some IT 
equipment.

Gainesville Hospital District 

Approves Election for May 7

Cooke County GOP Donate to ABBA - Members of the Cooke County Re-
publican Party’s Executive Committee presented donations to ABBA on Janu-
ary 12. Pictured are, from left to right, front row: Vice Chairman Pauline Lesch, 
County Chairman Chris McNamara, ABBA Executive Director Melanie Hesse, 
and ABBA volunteer Rose Black; middle row: Precinct Chairmen Kimzie Moss, 
Susan Schaub, Steve Gaylord and Lane Holcomb; back row: Precinct Chair-
men Sarah Ann Hess, Ken Arterbury and Bob Earley.         (Courtesy Photo)  

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e Cooke County Re-
publican Party has do-
nated $500 to ABBA 
Women’s Center in 
Gainesville. Th e Party’s 
Executive Committee vot-
ed to make the donation 
at its December meeting. 
Members then challenged 
one another to match the 
Party’s check. Th e individ-
ual donations more than 
doubled the amount. Th e 
Party started the tradition 
of donating to a commu-

nity non-profi t several 
years ago. Past recipients 
include VISTO, CASA of 
North Texas and Abigail’s 
Arms Cooke County 
Family Crisis Center.
 “In considering the re-
cipient for our 2021 dona-
tion, we decided to help 
ABBA in its mission to 
protect innocent lives and 
to provide services to preg-
nant women and mothers 
with newborns,” explained 
Republican County Chair-
man Chris McNamara. 

“Th e community supports 
us, and we can support our 
community through this 
tradition of annual dona-
tions.”
 Find more information 
about ABBA, All Babies 
Born Alive, on their web-
site, www.abbatexas.org.
 Follow CookeTXGOP 
on Facebook, or go to 
www.cookegop.com, or 
contact County Chair 
Chris McNamara, chair@
cookegop.com, 940-665-
VOTE (8683).

Cooke County GOP

Donates to ABBA
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Valentine’s Day is
Monday, February 14!

Let Abundant Blooms Florist Deliver
the Perfect Gift for your Valentine!

A Premium Energy Shot
The ONLY Energy Shot Created by a Cardiologist!

Available in 12 Pack only at
www.myreposhop.com

Modern Science +
Ancient Wisdom =
REPO Energy

Khawaja Anwar, M.D.

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Long Term Care

ONLY 5 STAR RATED
FACILITY IN GAINESVILLE

(Continued from Page 1)

adding “Fifty-six percent 
of our county suff ers from 
some form of victimization 
whether its family violence, 
sexual assault, child abuse, 
child neglect, drug endan-
gered children, victims of a 
homicide, victims of an as-
sault that is other than fam-
ily violence… When you 
look at our numbers we’re 
serving six percent of that.”
 Johnson said her staff  is 
“maxed out.”
 “Over the last couple of 
years our main funding 
source which is Victims of 
Crime Act (VOCA) comes 
from perpetrators of crime 
who are assessed fi nes and 
fees and it goes into a fund 
designated specifi cally for 
victims of crime.”
 Th e last three years have 
seen VOCA funding de-
creased, Johnson said. Th e 
Covid pandemic and re-
sulting court shutdowns 
have been a main cause of 
funding losses. She said in 
recent years, Abigail’s Arms 
has lost approximately 25 
percent of its VOCA fund-
ing. 
 Covid lockdowns have 
also contributed to crimes 
including child abuse and 
domestic violence, she 
said. “People weren’t com-
ing in because they’d been 
slapped and pushed,” she 
said. “Th ey were coming in 
because they’d had guns put 
to their head, been beat up 
and hurt enough that they 
had to go to the hospital.”
 Case managers are over-
whelmed, going from 20-
25 cases to more than 40 
between two case manag-
ers. Victims are being told 
they must wait up to two 
months for an appointment 
with a worker, she said.

 “What I’m asking for the 
commissioners court is to 
help us over the next two 
years, get over the hump 
that is the residual eff ect of 
the Covid pandemic shut-
downs,” she said. “Help me 
fund a couple of extra po-
sitions and I will continue 
to ask for additional fund-
ing from my other funding 
sources and what I’m hear-
ing, with our courts open-
ing back up, those are real-
istic goals.”
 Two of the workers would 
be prevention outreach staff  
members, she said.
 Johnson noted she and 
her staff  regularly seek al-
ternative funding includ-
ing applying for nonprofi t 
grants. She also said she be-
lieves VOCA funding may 
increase in coming years to 
its previous levels.
 “My goal is always sus-
tainability,” Johnson said. 
“I do not want to hire 
someone and then have to 
lay them off  because grant 
funding ends.”
 She also said the county 
helps support the Abigail’s 
Arms shelter and Child Ad-
vocacy Center “on a smaller 
basis [$50,000 annually] 
and that is very appreci-
ated” but this is a one-time 
funding opportunity that 
would be available to Abi-
gail’s Arms. “Th at’s what 
I’m asking you guys to look 
into,” she said.
 Th e item is expected to 
be placed on the next court 
agenda for possible action.
 Next, the commission-
ers approved the Treasurer’s 
monthly report for De-
cember and the Treasurer’s 
quarterly report for Oc-
tober through December 
2021.
 Th e commissioners also 
approved preliminary plat 
for the proposed Kiowa 
Oaks subdivision on FM 
3496 in Precinct 2 and ap-
proved fi nal plat for Sky 
View Meadows addition in 
Precinct 3.
 Next, County Judge Steve 
Starnes discussed the Main 
Street parking lot project.
 “We did have our kickoff  
meeting with [landscape ar-
chitects] Teague, Nall and 
Perkins, and they’re telling 
us it will probably be about 
120 days before they fi nish 
the bid proposal, the topo-
graphical survey, geotechni-
cal investigation, so on and 
so forth,” Starnes said. “It’s a 
little bit more lengthy than 
I thought it would be at the 
beginning but we are un-
derway. Hopefully in three 
months we’ll be in a position 
where we can place this out 

for bids.” Several options 
will be available for consid-
eration, Starnes added.
 No action was taken on 
the parking lot.
 A workshop was planned 
for Jan. 24 regarding the 
Kress building and no ac-
tion was taken on the item 
in during Monday’s regular 
meeting.
 Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Gary Hollowell reported 
easements are required for 
two properties in connec-
tion with the county radio 
communication system 
project and some other 
work has been completed 
on the project. “We are 
making progress,” he said. 
No action was taken.
 In an update on the annex 
building project, Starnes 
noted several items of IT 
equipment are required to 
fi nish the upstairs area. Th e 
equipment totals $12,000. 
No action was taken.
 Th e commissioners also 
voted to approve rental of a 
tent for North Texas Medi-
cal Center for outside Cov-
id testing. FEMA funds will 
cover the use of the tent.
 “You all know, it appears 
that the number of hospi-
talizations are leveling off  
or in some instances actu-
ally going down,” Starnes 
said. “But the number of 
people being tested is going 
up signifi cantly and they re-
ally would like to be able to 
accommodate it outside.”
 Starnes presented a quote 
for $3,360. Th e quote is for 
installation and for the fi rst 
month of use. Th en the cost 
would be $1,800 a month 
going forward, he said.
 “Th e reason I bring it up 
now is [NTMC] is under 
the impression that FEMA 
would pay for that through 
March,” Starnes said, add-
ing “I certainly wouldn’t 
advocate going any further 
than what FEMA would 
pay.”
 Th e commissioners took 
no action concerning a 
countywide burn ban. Th e 
county judge is authorized 
to issue a seven-day tempo-
rary burn ban if required.
 “I think right now we’re 
in relatively normal win-
ter shape,” Cooke County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Ray Fletcher 
said via teleconference. 
He said conditions are dry 
and precipitation has been 
scarce but “I think right 
now, we’re probably okay 
until the next court… I 
think the residents are be-
ing pretty good. We haven’t 
had a lot of people have is-
sues with burning.”

 He said the number of 
fi res has been fairly limited 
and even a welding fi re was 
contained “before it got too 
far out of hand.”
 “So, at this time, anyway, 
I would not recommend a 
burn ban,” Fletcher con-
cluded. “But certainly re-
serve that option.”
 Th e commissioners dis-
cussed current drought 
conditions.
 “I’ve got people asking 
me why haven’t we done [a 
burn ban] yet?” Klement 
said. “No one has demand-
ed that we do it… It’s a 
little bit diff erent this time. 
Most of the time people 
complain when we put it 
in. Now I’ve got people ask-
ing me when we’re going to 
do it.”
 Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Adam Arendt said prevent-
ing uncontrolled fi res is a 
matter of using common 
sense.
 “When the wind is blow-
ing over 10 miles an hour, 
the humidity gets below 20 
[percent], think…. And the 
wind’s going to be a ma-
jor part of it. If it gets over 
10 miles an hour, don’t do 
[outside burning].”
 Commissioners also ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included
 Minutes of the previous 
meeting.
 Departmental reports 
for Constable Pct 1, De-
cember; Commissioner 
Pct. 1, December; JP Pct. 
2, December; District At-
torney, December; JP Pct. 
1, December; Library, De-
cember; Constable Pct. 2, 
December; Court Compli-
ance, December; Commis-
sioners Pct. 3 and Pct. 4, 
December; County Attor-
ney, December; Tax Asses-
sor Collector, December; 
EMS, December and De-
linquent Tax Collections, 
December.
 Fiscal Year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Fiscal Year 2022 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 Agreement with Paul 
Hobbs for cleaning and 
shaping ditches for 900 feet 
along landowners property 
on CT 122.
 2022-2023 service agree-
ment with Lexipol.
 Continuing education 
transcript for County Clerk 
Pam Harrison.
 Membership and elec-
tric service agreement wit 
Cooke County Electric Co-
operative Association and 
PenTex Energy for service 
at the new radio tower loca-
tions.
 Acceptance of insurance 
settlement of $1,377.46 for 
sheriff ’s offi  ce 2016 Tahoe 
damaged in an accident 
Dec. 17, 2021.
 Indigent cremation for 
one individual.
 Insurance settlement of 
$3,773.95 for Pct. 2 1998 
Peterbilt damaged in an ac-
cident Jan. 5, 2022.

Commissioners to Consider 

Allocation of Federal Funding 

to Beef Up Abigail’s Arms Staff 

Lordy Lordy 
Look Who’s 40
Happy Birthday

Sharon!
We love you,

Mom, Ben, Matt,
Austin, and Victor
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by the 
Cooke County Clerk’s Offi  ce.
 David Wayne Boaz, 46, 
Gainesville and Melissa Gale 
Hathaway, 33, Gainesville.
 Jacob Arthur Hess, Muen-
ster and Kelly Lynn Laux, 

31, Muenter.
 Emmanuel Rodriguez, 
25, Gainesville and Ama-
ya Renae Escobedo, 21, 
Gainesville.
 Jeremy Dennis Wilhoit, 
47, Whitesboro and Ja-
net Ybanez,Morrison, 53, 
Whitesboro.

Marriage License

Requests Received

COOKE COUNTY – 
Starting Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1, 2022, the Cooke 
County Library will in-
crease operating hours. Th e 
Library will now be open 
at 8:30am on all weekdays 
but Tuesday and Saturday. 
Th is increase will make the 
library’s weekly hours as 
follows: Monday: 8:30am 
– 5:30pm; Tuesday 9am – 
7pm; Wednesday 8:30am – 
5:30pm; Th ursday 8:30am 

– 5:30pm; Friday 8:30am 
– 5:30pm; Saturday 10am 
– 2pm.
 For updated information 
and the program calendar, 
check the library website: 
cookecountylibrary.org. 
 If you have any questions 
regarding the new services 
or any other issue, please 
contact the Cooke County 
Library at 668-5530. Th e li-
brary is located at 200 South 
Weaver Street in Gainesville. 

Cooke County

Library to

Extend Hours

Eliminate going to several doctors!
Complete Healthcare for Adults

in Cooke County

V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

AKA Dr. Victor

• Arthritis  • Joint Pain  • Anxiety
• Depression  • Skin Disorders  • Asthma  • COPD 

And Much More
Contact our Of  ce for Questions or More Information

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Medicare, Medicaid and all Insurances Accepted

• Heart Disorder
• Diabetes

• High Blood Pressure
• High Cholesterol

• Thyroid
• Seizures

• Weight Control

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

MUENSTER – Use it or 
lose it. Th at’s the thinking 
of members of Muenster 
Hospital Board of Direc-
tors with regards to federal 
assistance aimed at help-
ing institutions including 
hospitals upgrade ailing fa-
cilities and save lives during 
the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic. Th e board is con-
sidering replacing HVAC 
equipment which will keep 
the temperatures at opti-
mal levels while reducing 
airborne pathogens within 
the hospital. Money ear-
marked for the project must 
be spent prior to the end of 
December 2022.
 “We still have some Co-
vid money and our air con-
ditioning/heating is pretty 
old and just kind of hang-
ing on by a thread,” Board 
President Ronnie Weinzap-
fel said during the Jan. 26 
regular meeting.
 He also said years ago, 
the system’s chiller unit 
malfunctioned. “It went 
out, just one day, middle of 
the summer,” he said. “And 
Chris and the guys were 
able to get another chiller 
unit that they brought up 
here in a hurry and it stayed 
on a trailer. We rented it. 
We rented it so long, we 
ended up buying it.”
 Th e chiller was a used 
unit, Weinzapfel said, add-
ing “And so it’s just about 
used up. Anyway, we can 
utilize some of this Covid 
money to come up with a 
new HVAC system. Cor-
rect me if I’m wrong but we 
can use some of this Covid 
money to pay for that if we 
have fi lters and stuff  in it 
to help [prevent] airborne 
viruses going through the 
air.”
 Chief Executive Offi  cer 
Marion Willimon agreed. 
 “It’s part of our ability to 
respond and prevent Cov-
id,” she said. She also noted 
the project will include im-
plementation of four true 
negative pressure rooms, a 
method of infection con-
trol used to isolate patients 
with contagious diseases 
or to protect patients who 
are suspectable to contract-
ing infections from others. 
Provider relief funds are ex-
pected to cover the cost, she 
said. “We do have to follow 
the Texas government code 
of how we do bidding.”
 Th e board is also consid-
ering replacing units at the 
rural health clinic which are 
10-12 years old.
 H&G Systems presented 
an HVAC program via tele-
conference.
 Th e January meeting also 
included presentations on 
the fi scal year 2021, ap-

proval for fi nancials and 
physician credentialing 
and a call for the May 7 
hospital district board elec-
tion. Th ree board members’ 
terms are up, T.J. Walters-
cheid, Beverly Furhmann 
and Lisa Schilling.
 Christa Worley, a CPA 
and Managing Director 
with BKD in Waco, dis-
cussed the results of the au-
dit.
 “What we’re going to talk 
about fi rst is what are the 
results of your audit?” Wor-
ley said. “What’s your hos-
pital’s fi nancial condition?” 
She noted the presentation 
would also include “a few 
comparisons with other 
hospitals” and an update on 
the community hospital in-
dustry.
 Th e audit process didn’t 
entail any disagreements or 
other diffi  culties, Worley 
said.
 She discussed fi nancial 
statements.
 “I’m going to start on 
the balance sheet,” Worley 
said. “One thing to look at 
is your cash decreased by 
$4 million. If I was looking 
at that and that’s the only 
thing I saw I might start to 
panic but what I’m going 
to point out is where you 
really spent that cash. Last 
year you got a ton of mon-
ey for provider relief fund, 
PPP loan as well as Medi-
care Advanced Payments. 
All that went to your bank 
account and is really sitting 
there at the end of 6/30/22. 
But this year, you spent it. 
You spent about a million 
dollars of that on your capi-
tal assets. See, your capital 
assets increased by about a 
million dollars.”
 Under liabilities, Worley 
said, long term debt both 
current and long term 
portions decreased signifi -
cantly. “You paid off  a lot 
of some short term debt 
you had as well as you paid 
off  some other debts. So, 
that was about $1.3 mil-
lion. And then the rest 
of it went to pay off  the 
Medicare accelerated pay-
ments. Th ey basically gave 
you a short term loan last 
year. Medicare said, we’ll 
pay you, I think it’s about 
a sixth month average of 
your Medicare payments 
per month as an interest-
free loan, and then we’re 
gonna make you pay it 
back over, I believe it was 
26 months.”
 Worley noted the district 
paid the note back early. 
“Since it was all going to be 
paid back anyway that was 
just another way to help 
your business offi  ce from 
being overwhelmed,” she 

said.
 She also noted the dis-
trict received around $3.6 
million in Provider Relief 
Funds and was able to rec-
ognize the cash in fi scal year 
2021, adding it to the bot-
tom line for a total change 
in net position of approxi-
mately $3.7 million.
 A statement of revenues, 
expenses and changes in 
net position, indicates 
there were some signifi cant 
changes in salaries and wag-
es and supplies and other.
 “Both of those were di-
rectly impacted by Covid,” 
Worley said. “Hopefully, 
your employees can ap-
preciate the bonuses and 
the hazard pay that they 
received because they really 
were the front line workers 
facing this Covid-19 pan-
demic, and so you were able 
to compensate them both 
by using some of the Pro-
vider Relief Funds as well as 
the PPP loan.”
 She noted a $1.16 mil-
lion PPP loan was forgiven 
in 2021.
 “If you look at your op-
erating loss, your operat-
ing loss decreased by about 
$1.3 million… So overall 
your bottom line increased 
from $157,000 profi t to a 
$3.6 million profi t.”
 Worley tempered the 
good news with realistic 
expectations about future 
funding.
 “Th e PPP, PRF funds 
have really dwindled 
down,” she said. 
 She noted some Cov-
id-19 relief funding has re-
cently been distributed but 
that provider costs continue 
at higher than normal lev-
els. Also in question is the 
CMS vaccination require-
ments which are currently 
on hold for Texas.
 Th e district has received 
more than $5 million over 
the prior two year period in 
various Covid-related fund-
ing including loans and 
grants.
 Th e board approved the 
audit and approved min-
utes of the November 2021 
meeting.
 A fi nancial report pre-
sented by Willimon indi-
cated inpatient volume in-
creased in November 2021 
with 32 inpatient days for 
a total of 102 year to date. 
“We’re up about 40 percent 

compared to last year on 
the inpatient side.”
 She also noted swing bed 
days totaled 268 with 1,447 
total year to date. Medicare 
utilization was 79 percent 
for December. Th e average 
daily census was 8.65. Av-
erage swing length of stay 
was 13.65. Observation 
was 2.93 days. Total patient 
days were 303 in December 
and 1,565 year to date for 
about a 21 percent increase 
over last year.
 Th e rural health clinic 
logged 612 visits in Decem-
ber for a total of 3,690 year 
to date. “We’ve seen about a 
43 percent increase in clinic 
visits this time over this 
time last year,” Willimon 
said.
 For therapy visits, the 
December total was 783 
with 4,796 year to date 
which refl ects an 18 per-
cent increase. ER visits in 
December were 80 for 442 
year to date, a 16 percent 
increase over last year.
 Radiology performed 
178 exams in December 
and 1,112 year to date, 
Willimon said. “Nineteen 
percent increase in radiol-
ogy,” she added.
 Th ere were 40 CT scans 
in December and 324 year 
to date for a 69 percent in-
crease.
 Total lab for December 
was 1,643. Year to date labs 
were 9,129 refl ecting an 
11 percent decrease in labs 
over last year.
 “Early on last year, in last 
fi scal year, we were doing a 
lot of tests for other clin-
ics and providers that now 
have their own capability of 
testing,” Willimon said of 
the lab decrease.
 Pharmacy prescriptions 
were 2,927 for a year to 
date total of 14,663 and 
eight percent overall in-
crease over last year.
 Willimon also said year 
to date gross revenue to-
taled roughly $6.1 million. 
“After contractuals of about 
$1.1 million, we have net 
patient revenue of $5 mil-
lion,” she said. Total oper-
ating revenue totaled $6.6 
million year to date. After 
expenses of $6.5 million, 
the district has an income 
of $128,877.
 “If you were to take out 
tax revenue, we’d have a loss 
of about $580,000,” she 

said.
 Increases in expenses in-
cluded professional fees 
which resulted in part due 
to changes from in-house 
staff  doing billing to con-
tracted billing. Deprecia-
tion is also up, Willimon 
said.
 For the hospital, year to 
date total gross revenue was 
$5.5 million. Net patient 
revenue was $4.4 million. 
Total operating revenue was 
$5.2 million. Expenses on 
the hospital were $4.8 mil-

lion leaving year to date in-
come of $458,885.
 Net patient revenue at 
the RHC was $633,991. 
Total operating revenue 
was $634,026. Total ex-
penses were $937,013 
for a loss of $302,986.
 Retail pharmacy logged 
total operating revenue 
of $705,294, expenses 
of $732,315 for a loss of 
$27,021 year to date.
 Upcoming meetings are 
set for February 23, March 
30 and April 4.

Muenster Hospital District To Consider 

Using Relief Funds for HVAC Upgrade

Thank you to all our friends and neighbors
who expressed their love and concern  to us

in so many ways-beautiful cards, phone calls,
bringing delicious food, visits in our home,

attending the visitation and/or funeral
for Demps Knight.

Those expressions warmed our hearts and are 
unforgettable.  

Ann Knight and Family
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between the district and 
the city and the county 
has, I believe, one item that 
has to be voted upon so 
when you think about lo-
gistics it only makes sense 
in the cost-sharing scheme 
of things that we have one 
general election with those 
three entities.”
 Judy Smith of Schalk & 
Smith, PC presented a re-
port of the GISD Annual 
Financial Report for year 
ending Aug. 31, 2021.
 “Each of you should have 
a copy of the audit,” Smith 
said. “Typically, boards are 
interested in ‘What’s my 
fund balance?’ and ‘How 
did we perform against our 

budget?’”
 She noted the report 
contains information 
on the fund balance and 
performance. She point-
ed out diff erences in 
the original budget, the 
amended budget and the 
actual budget.
 Th e net change in fund 
balances was $2,649,000. 
“Th at was your profi t 
for the year,” she said. 
“Your ending fund bal-
ance in the general fund is 
$17,640,000.”
 She noted the district 
stayed on budget and made 
good decisions.
 “You budgeted to go in 
the hole… and you actu-
ally increased your fund 
balance,” she said.

 In the child nutrition 
program, the district in-
creased its fund balance 
$241,284. “And your total 
fund balance is right under 
$400,000,” she said.
 Budget versus actual 
for debt service. “Again… 
you can see you dipped in 
your fund balance twice, 
$92,329. But you bud-
geted to dip into your fund 
balance, $100,000, so you 
were within your budget. 
Your fund balance still 
stands at $389,600 at the 
end of August.”
 Th e board unanimously 
approved the audit.
 Board members Phil 
Neelley and Marvin Royal 
were not present for the 
Jan. 25 special meeting.

Gainesville ISD to

Join County, Others 

for May 7 Election

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Joseph Darren Graham, 
39, was convicted in con-
nection with the March 
1, 2019 state jail felony 
off ense of theft of prop-
erty less than $30,000 and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ proba-
tion plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Mark Vernon Haw-
thorne, 36, was convicted 
in connection with the 
Sept. 25, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ proba-
tion plus restitution and 
court costs. Hawthorne 
was also convicted of the 
Sept. 25, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 

less than one gram and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ proba-
tion and court costs.
 Michael Wayne Sand-
mann, 39, was convicted 
of the lesser included of-
fense of aggravated assault 
of a child under 14 years of 
age and was sentenced to 
20 years confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Mikael Lee Boaz, 29, was 
convicted of the Oct. 17, 
2020 second degree felony 
off ense of indecency with a 
child by sexual contact and 
was sentenced to 10 years’ 
probation deferred, a $10 
fi ne and court costs.
 Jordan Langford Harris, 
36, was convicted of the 
March 18, 2021 third de-
gree felony off ense of driv-
ing while intoxicated third 
or more and was sentenced 
to fi ve years suspended 
time, fi ve years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facil-
ity, fi ve years’ probation, a 
$6,000 fi ne plus restitution 

and court costs.
 Jorge Luis Ramirez-
Ramirez, 26, was convicted 
of the May 4, 2020 third 
degree felony off ense of 
online solicitation of a mi-
nor and was sentenced to 
10 years suspended time, 
10 years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, 10 years’ 
probation, a $5,000 fi ne 
and court costs. Ramirez-
Ramirez was also convicted 
of the May 4, 2020 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of child pornog-
raphy and was sentenced to 
10 years suspended time, 
10 years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, 10 years’ 
probation, a $5,000 fi ne 
and court costs.
 Branon Zachary Smith, 
42, was convicted of the 
April 6, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to two years’ 
probation deferred, a $750 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

Cooke County in partner-
ship with the radio station 
and will feature live ques-
tions and answers with 
candidates for local elect-
ed offi  ce. All candidates in 
contested Cooke County 
elections have been invited 
to participate.
 Th e public can listen 
in on KGAF 92.3 FM or 
1580 AM. Th e forum will 
also be streamed at KGAF.
net and on Facebook. Vot-
ers may access the stream 
archive on Facebook later 
if they aren’t able to listen 
live.
 “We are proud to part-
ner with KGAF for this 
public service,” League 
President Alice Gruber 
said.

VALLEY VIEW- A child 
was pronounced dead 
Th ursday, Jan. 27 at North 
Texas Medical Center after 
a two vehicle crash which 
occurred around 5:08 p.m. 
at I-35 Frontage Road near 
the 483-mile marker.
 A report released by 
Public Information Offi  cer 
Sgt. Josue De La Cerda of 
the Texas Department of 
Public Safety indicates four 
other individuals were in-
jured when a 2015 Dodge 
Charger traveling north-
bound and a 1999 Dodge 
Ram traveling southbound 
collided on the service 
road. Th e Ram failed to 
yield the right of way as 
the Charger entered an on-
ramp, De La Cerda stated 

in the release.
 Dodge Charger driver 
Layton Morrell, a 23-year-
old male from Valley View, 
was transported to Medi-
cal City Denton in stable 
condition with incapaci-
tating injuries. Charger 
passenger Leona Morrell, 
21-year old female from 
Valley View was trans-
ported to Medical Center 
Denton in stable condi-
tion with incapacitating 
injuries. John Morris, 
23-year-old male, was 
transported to Medical 
Center Denton in stable 
condition with incapaci-
tating injuries.
 Dodge Ram driver Leo-
bardo Zubiri Velazquez 
was transported to Medical 

City Denton in stable con-
dition with incapacitating 
injuries.
 He noted the investiga-
tion remains open and no 
additional information is 
currently available.
 A statement posted Fri-
day on the Valley View 
Independent School Dis-
trict via its Facebook page 
states a Valley View Middle 
School student died in a 
vehicle crash.
 “We are making arrange-
ments to have additional 
counselors and crisis staff  
available for students and 
staff ,” the message read in 
part. “At this time out of re-
spect for the privacy of the 
family no further personal 
details will be shared.”

Child Dies in 2 
Vehicle Crash on 
I-35 in Valley View

Gainesville Releases Building Permits
Requests Issued for November
GAINESVILLE- Th e city 
of Gainesville received 
the following requests for 
building permits during 
November.
 Accessory building per-
mit residential was request-
ed at 915 South Howeth 
Street.
 Accessory building per-
mit residential was request-
ed at 424 Cunningham 
Street.
 Cargo containers permit 
commercial was requested 
at 827 South Taylor Street.
 Communications tower 
antenna permit was re-
quested at 501 East Cali-
fornia Street.
 New construction com-
mercial permit was re-
quested at 901 North I-35.
 New construction com-
mercial permit was re-
quested at 717 Bird Street.
 New construction com-
mercial permit was re-
quested at 108 North 
Commerce Street.
 Electrical permit com-
mercial was requested at 
1500 North Clements 
Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1305 Meadowlark Lane.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1521 East Pecan Street.
 Electrical permit residen-

tial was requested at 1020 
North Clements Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1218 Hillside Drive.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 415 
South Clements Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 1813 
Th rockmorton Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1107 Rosedale Drive.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1702 Laurel Road.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
102 Line Drive.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
311 South Denton Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1520 East Pecan Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1127 Vintage Avenue.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
103 South Burris Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1217 Elmwood Street.
 Electrical validation 
permit commercial was 
requested at 112 North 
Denton.
 Electrical validation per-
mit commercial was re-

quested at 905 East High-
way 82.
 Electrical validation per-
mit commercial was re-
quested at 901 North I-35.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 311 Wil-
low Way.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 1368 Or-
ange Blossom Court.
 Fence permit residen-
tial was requested at 1326 
Lindsay Street.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 206 Hird 
Street.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 226 La-
nius Street.
 Fence permit residen-
tial was requested at 1409 
Cherry Street.
 Fence permit residen-
tial was requested at 1004 
South Howeth Street.
 Fire alarm system per-
mit was requested at 401 
North Dixon Street.
 Fire alarm system per-
mit was requested at 601 
North I-35.
 Fire sprinkler system per-
mit was requested at 1700 
North Grand Avenue.
 Flatwork residential per-
mit was requested at 511 
North Taylor Street.
 Mechanical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
211 and 213 West Church 

Street.
 Mechanical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1217 Elmwood Street.
 Plumbing permit com-
mercial was requested at 
3356 North Grand Av-
enue.
 Plumbing permit com-
mercial was requested at 
430 Th rockmorton Street.
 Plumbing permit com-
mercial was requested at 
1301 Old Sivells Bend 
Road.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
912 South Morris Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1907 Bridle Lane.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1407 Tennie Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1904 Cypress Court.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1702 Merrywood Way.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
303 Rosedale Drive.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1320 Lindsay Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
102 Line Drive.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
326 South Denton Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
514 Ritchey Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
710 Ritchey Street.

 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
Foreline Street.
 Plumbing validation 
permit commercial was re-
quested at 905 East High-
way 82.
 Plumbing validation 
permit commercial was re-
quested at 16 Quail Run.
 Plumbing validation 
permit commercial was re-
quested at 901 North I-35.
 Residential addition per-
mit was requested at 620 
South Clements Street.
 Residential addition per-
mit was requested at 713 
North Weaver Street.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 705 
South Howeth Street.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 324 
North Howeth Street.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 1018 
Witherspoon.
 Residential remodel per-
mit was requested at 301 
East Scott Street.
 Right-of-way permit 
was requested at 2609 East 
Highway 82.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 506 
North Grand Avenue.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 1100 
North Grand Avenue.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 804 
North Commerce Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1031 
Ritchey Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 617 

South Morris Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 720 
McCrary Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1107 
Magnolia Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 902 
Aspen Road.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 715 
Culberson Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 302 
South Denton Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1836 
East California Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1804 
Arkansas Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 422 
Lindsay Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 115 
College Avenue.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1715 
Merrywood Way.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1410 
Lynwood Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1106 
North Howeth Street.
 Sandwich board sign 
permit was requested at 
113 North Commerce 
Street, Ste. 2.
 Sign permit was request-
ed at 3707 North I-35.
 Sign permit was request-
ed at 308 East Broadway.
 Sign permit was request-
ed at 315 East California 
Street.
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Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.
 I’m Jeremy Bayer. Born 
and raised in Muenster. 
Went to Sacred Heart 
School over there. Gradu-
ated, grew up on a dairy 
farm in Muenster. Been 
in the oilfi eld now since 
2001. I recently became 
a business owner in the 
oilfi eld. I’m married to 
Diana. She was a Schad 
and we have fi ve kids, 
four girls and a boy. Ages 
from 13 down to fi ve and 
a half. Busy, but it’s pretty 
good. 
If a county budget is 
proposed with a defi cit, 
would you raise the tax 
rate to balance the bud-
get and should a pro-
posed budget include an 
employee pay raise?
 Not necessarily raise the 
taxes. I think you could 
refi ne the budget as need-
ed. I think the employee 
pay raise would have to 
be substantiated and I 
would think that most 
people would forgo a pay 
raise until the defi cit was 
back where it needed to 
be. 
What is the annual Pre-
cinct 4 budget, and how 
do you plan to allocate 
those funds?
 I spoke with the present 
commissioner and he told 
me a roundabout number 
which is, he sets it around 
$650,000 in that ballpark 
area. For the precinct 
mainly the road upkeep 
for the taxpayers and then 
keeping your employees 
happy with their pay and 
the upkeep of equipment 
to me is important.
With the County Judge 
Position set for this elec-
tion as well, do you have 
any allegiances or expe-
riences that might help 
deal with whichever per-
son wins?
 I have no allegiance to 
any of the candidates. 
Just the mere fact that I 

know Leon Klement from 
growing up in the same 
community.  I’ll work 
with whoever would be-
come judge. I’m pretty 
easy to work with.
What makes you quali-
fi ed to maintain a por-
tion of the county bud-
get as well as service the 
needs of its citizens?
 In the oilfi eld business, 
we’re in the service indus-
try too, so I deal with a 
lot of diff erent people. 
Th rough the year, main-
taining jobs, setting jobs 
up and all that. I also run 
the accounts payable at 
that business too along 
with our oil company so 
I feel like I have a good 
head on my shoulders 
as for all that budgeting 
stuff .
What are some changes 
that you plan to make if 
elected?
 I do want to see change. 
I just see it as irrespon-
sible and disrespectful to 
the other commission-
ers and judges to stand 
up and say I am going 
to change this and that 
knowing it takes the col-
lective group to get it 
done. Moving forward I 
know the group has to be 
careful about abatements 
and so many other issues. 
Creating more infra-
structure means getting 
land from current owners 
which needs to be done 
respectfully not by the 
powers of government 
forced on someone. 
 You know, just main-
tain and make sure the 
county makes budget 
and that we have plenty 
of money in the budget. 
Dealing with tax abate-
ments and things like 
that, I think, could be 
done on an as-is basis in-
stead of just giving every-
body an abatement. 
 I read that there was a 
raise given to everybody 
in the county there dur-
ing the pandemic and 
I don’t think that was a 
good move. I think that 
could’ve probably been 
postponed until if it’s ever 
post-pandemic. Just work 
with the other county 
offi  cials to do the right 
thing. Th at’s what I think 
we need to do, moving 
forward where we need to 
be.

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Commissioner Pct. 4

Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the March 1 primary election. Cooke County Candi-
date Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the 
same questions. 

Jeremy Bayer
Republican

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.
 My name is John Met-
zler. I’m seeking the offi  ce 
of Cooke County Com-
missioner for Precinct 4. 
I’m a very committed, 
driven person with strong 
conservative values. I’m 
married to Karla Metzler 
for the past 37 years; two 
boys, Riley and Keith. I 
graduated from, at the 
time, Cooke County Ju-
nior College with my asso-
ciate’s degree and then I at-
tended University of North 
Texas where I earned my 
B.S. in education. Went on 
to earn my master’s degree 
while I worked at North 
Texas in Education. Th en 
I continued my education 
at UNT, earned my mid 
management certifi cation 
from UNT and then I later 
completed my superinten-
dency management certi-
fi cation at Texas Woman’s 
University.
 Since my graduation, 
I’ve owned offi  ce supply 
companies, managed a 
restaurant and for the past 
35 years I’ve worked in the 
fi eld of education, 30 of 
the 35 years as an admin-
istrator. During this ad-
ministrative tenure I man-
aged hundreds of staff . I 
formulated million dollar 
budgets, set tax rates, built 
and maintained buildings, 
negotiated contracts and I 
wrote countless grants and 
helped establish several 
foundations.
 I also maintain a very 
good working rapport with 
our national and state of-
fi cials, and this June, I’ll 
have enough time in to re-
tire from education.
 Cooke County has been 
very good to me and I 
like to give back to Cooke 
County. I’ve served in many 
community boards. I gave 
back many hours of com-
munity service. I served on 
the Habitat for Humanity’s 
board. I served on the VIS-
TO board. I served on the 
Gainesville Area Cham-
ber of Commerce Board 
where I was vice president 
and later president. I also 
served on the Fort Worth 
Diocese Benefi ts Advisory 
Council where I was on a 
team that reviewed and se-
lected benefi t contracts for 
over 2,000 employees for 
the diocese of Fort Worth, 
both retired and working.
 I’ve lived in Cooke 
County all my life. Very 
proud of the rich history 
of the county, and I’ve 
seen how the people of this 
county are always willing 
to respond during disasters 
and rally to help each oth-
er. Cooke County is a great 
place to live and raise a 
family. If elected commis-
sioner for Cooke County 
Precinct 4 it would be a 
privilege to serve my con-
stituents of Precinct 4 and 
the citizens of the county. 
If a county budget is 
proposed with a defi cit 
would you raise the tax 
rate to balance the budget 
and should a proposed 
budget include an em-
ployee pay raise?
 I would never raise the 

tax rate to equalize the 
budget. If a defi cit budget 
is proposed, I would look 
at the budget cuts to aff ect 
the defi cits or look at al-
ternative revenue streams. 
If you allow a defi cit this 
year, it’s only going to get 
worse and mushroom the 
next year. You have to ad-
dress the problems of the 
defi cit. You do not go 
ahead and keep throw-
ing more money at the 
defi cit. You have to address 
the defi cit so if I was pro-
posed a defi cit budget I 
would never, ever look to 
raise the taxes to promote 
that. I would look at where 
I could cut and why the 
budget is defi cit. A budget 
should be formulated as a 
team and a defi cit should 
be addressed before it is 
ever presented. To prevent 
this from happening, we 
should not always depend 
on taxes. I propose several 
diff erent ways of revenue 
streams to off set any kind 
of negative budget. For 
example a transparent and 
more accountable system 
of business could raise 
funds, combined purchas-
ing agreement could also 
raise 10-15 percent, a sys-
tem to utilize grants and 
grant writing, foundation 
development and a host of 
other things can go into a 
budget for diff erent rev-
enue streams other than 
raising the budget. I do not 
think that I would ever, 
ever raise taxes to off set the 
budget.
 Th e second part, work-
force. Our workforce is so 
vital to our community, to 
our county. Th ey are carry-
ing the burden and provid-
ing services to over 20,000 
constituents. I feel that al-
ternative revenue streams 
should be provided annu-
ally to off set pay increases 
and protect these individu-
als. We continually train 
these individuals, these 
good working men and 
women and what happens? 
Th ey go down the road and 
take another job at another 
county because they don’t 
have the benefi ts or the 
fi nancial means to stay in 
Cooke County.
 So we want to keep and 
make sure they don’t leave. 
We must make sure that 
they are provided the right 
raises and the right incen-
tive to stay. Not only is it 
money that keeps people 
around. It’s also working 
environment. People need 
to understand that if you 
don’t get a raise this year 
because the budget’s too 
tight, maybe you’re satis-
fi ed with a better working 
environment, a cohesive 
group of people around 
you working all in the 
same area, working for a 
common goal. 
 To answer the question, I 
would never raise the taxes 
to off set the budget, but I 
would look at pay increases 
for employees even in a 
defi cit budget and I would 
look for ways to cut other 
things out of the budget 
before I’d ever touch my 
workforce. 
What is the annual Pre-
cinct 4 budget and how 
do you plan to allocate 
those funds?
 Th e annual budget for 
Precinct 4, out of the $40 
million total budget is 
around $2 million. All 
of these funds, I think, 
should be spent where 
they’re directed, on roads 
and bridges and making 
(Continued on Page 11)

John Metzler
Republican

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.
 I was born and raised in 
Cooke County. Worked 
at PenTex for 15 years. 
Bought my fi rst piece of 
equipment while I was 
working there. I did a lot of 
rock hole digging for them. 
Th ey got to where they 
didn’t want to put their 
equipment through it, 
so I talked to them. Th ey 
said, ‘Go ahead.’ I bought 
a pressure digger and start-
ed digging rock holes and 
it kind of escalated from 
there. Th at was in 1993.
 I pretty much went full-
time in 2000. Been doing 
it ever since. Building con-
struction work, little bit of 
everything. I own Sicking 
Custom Digging. I guess 
if you count when I fi rst 
started right at 29 years.
 Business is getting crazy. 
I had four phone calls on 
the way over here.
 I graduated from Muen-
ster Public School, cur-
rently a board member 
there right now. Been on 
the school board for eight 
years. Very proud of it. It’s 
got a good athletic pro-
gram, very good academic 
program. I mean their kids 
in UIL are just outstand-
ing. 
 My wife Michelle is cur-
rently working down in 
Dallas. She worked at Co-
Serv for 23 years, I believe 
it was. She started for this 
other company. Drives to 
Dallas every day now.
 I have four kids. My old-
est one, Angel Hess is mar-
ried to Waylon. Th ey’ve 
got four girls. Very proud 
of them, and then Mattie 
married Craig Hartman. 
She’s got a boy and a girl. 
And Alex, he’s not married. 
My youngest one, Jackson, 
he’s a sophomore this year.
If a county budget is 
proposed with a defi cit 
would you raise the tax 
rate to balance the budget 
and should a proposed 
budget include an em-
ployee pay raise?
 It’s hard for me to say 
because I’m not in that 
position. I know if you 
don’t raise it and you’re in 
a bind, fi rst cuts they’re go-
ing to start doing is Meals 
on Wheels, your library, 
some of those organiza-
tions that we need. I don’t 
know all the ins and outs, 
for sure, on all that, but 
if it had to be I would say 
we’d probably have to raise 
it. I would probably raise it 
before I would cut a lot of 
those programs. And there 
again I’m not sure what all 
programs there are that the 
county funds, but to me 
those programs are very 
important.
 A pay raise for employ-
ees, there again, depends 
on the situation. I don’t 
know when they last had 
a raise. If it’s been for-
ever and they’re not up to 
speed, I would defi nitely 
consider it. We’ve run into 
that with the school board. 
You’ve got to take care of 
your employees for sure, 
but you know just because 
we have to for something 
else, I don’t know that I 

would say ‘yes’ let’s do it 
for a pay raise. We might 
would have to hold on to 
that for a little bit and see. 
Like I said, I don’t know 
when the last time they 
had a raise.
What is the annual Pre-
cinct 4 budget and how 
do you plan to allocate 
those funds?
 I do not know what the 
budget is. Th at would be 
an easy question for the 
incumbent. Not ever being 
in that position I would try 
to hit the roads that need 
to be hit. I know there are 
always some that get for-
gotten about. I’d like to try 
to get it back like it used 
to be years ago. Nothing 
against Virgil Hess or Leon 
Klement. Th ey did a great 
job. When Robert Bayer 
and them had it, they had 
gravel on the roads. You 
could blade it, do it right 
and over the years it just 
kept washing away. It just 
never was able to be re-
plenished like it should be, 
I just think. Th ere’s some 
that doesn’t have much 
rock on it and it could use 
some.
With the county judge 
position set for this elec-
tion as well, do you have 
any allegiances or expe-
riences that might help 
deal with whichever per-
son wins?
 I’ve always got along 
with Leon Klement, 
known him a long time. 
Same way with John 
Roane, both good people. 
As far as Steve Starnes, I re-
ally don’t know him other 
than I’ve sat in a meeting 
a time or two. I just don’t 
know him. Sitting in the 
meeting, he seemed like a 
very good guy. Seemed like 
he’d be easy to work with 
but I just don’t know.
What makes you quali-
fi ed to maintain a portion 
of the county budget as 
well as service the needs 
of its citizens?
 I’ve had my own busi-
ness for 29 years. If I could 
fi nd employees, I could 
grow as big as I wanted. 
I’m pretty self-conscious 
about spending money, 
other people’s money. You 
know I’m on the [Muen-
ster] school board, on the 
[Muenster] Chamber of 
Commerce board, been on 
there 20-something years. 
On the Heritage Park 
Board, I was one of the 
original ones that started 
it all off . I’ve been called 
a tightwad. Just because 
it’s someone else’s money 
I don’t think it should be 
just spent for whatever.
 Also been on the Sacred 
Outreach Food Bank for 
20-something years. We 
get money donated to us. 
Th ey say, ‘Just use it for 
whatever you need’ and we 
don’t just go out and say, 
‘Hey we need this’ or ‘We 
want that.’ We can put it 
back and use it for bills or 
something, for people that 
come in and need help. 
 Also been on the cem-
etery committee probably 
since 2003. President of 
the Friends of Muenster. 
Right now, we’re a group 
for the FFA, 4H and FC-
CLA. we help raise money 
to buy students projects at 
the stock show and stuff . 
 My mom, Bernice Sick-
ing, did a lot of charitable 
work. She worked for 
Meals on Wheels until just 
a couple of years back. She 
volunteered at the hospital 
in her spare time. 
(Continued on Page 11)

Matt Sicking
Republican



(Continued from Page 10)

sure that there’s enough safe 
equipment for the people 
that are managing it and 
make sure they have enough 
product to get the job done 
correctly. 
 I also with some of the 
money would like to intro-
duce some new technology 
for the people of Precinct 
4. I’d like to come up with 
some sort of technology that 
shows them exactly when 
their roads and bridges are 
going to be maintained, a 
month out so they can go 
to that website and look and 
see when their road or their 
bridge is going to be taken 
care of, so they have some 
idea when the work is going 
to be done.
 But for the most part of 
the money, I would just make 
sure that the road foremen 
have the proper equipment, 
the proper training and the 
proper supplies to get their 
job done in that precinct.
With the County Judge Po-
sition set for this election 
as well, do you have any 
allegiances or experiences 
that might help deal with 
whichever person wins?
 All I know is that this 
county is a crossroads. Th ere’s 
going to be rapid growth. It’s 
going to be a lot of developers 
coming in. Th ere’s going to be 
a lot of federal dollars fl owing 
in and out and I know that 
we should be prepared, and to 
be prepared you have to have 
a business-like mind. And I 
would say, I would probably 
align myself with the judge in 
the area that thinks in a busi-
ness-like mind.
 I think I could work with 
any of the three candidates 
that are running for judge, 
but I think, in my case, 
coming out of a school en-
vironment that I’ve worked 
budgets and contracts and ne-
gotiations for years and years 
and years. I think I could 
work better with a judge that 
was minded like me in the 
area of business. I like every-
thing to be laid out. I like 
long range planning. I like 
to know what’s going to hap-
pen years in advance because 
when you know what’s going 
to happen years in advance, 
you’re going to save money. 
When you save money, you’re 
going to reduce the tax rate. 
 Like I said, I think I could 
work with any of the judges 
that are coming down the 
pike but the ones that would 
align best with me would be 
the ones that are business 
minded. I have no problem 
with any of them. I can work 
with any of them but I think 
in this case, where the coun-
ty is at this position, at this 
moment in time, I think it 
would be best to have a judge 
with a business background.
What makes you qualifi ed 
to maintain a portion of 
the county budget as well 
as service the needs of its 
citizens?
Our county is at a crossroads. 
I feel over the next four years, 
Cooke County will experi-
ence situations like it never 
has before. Th e county is 
poised for rapid growth and 
expansion. Developers are 
already starting to organize 
large tracts of land for hous-
ing. Federal government is 
funding billions of dollars 
into infrastructure. Are we 
ready? Do we have a long 
range plan?
 If not, the builders will put 
the county at a disadvantage 
and millions of dollars of 
federal money will fl ow back 

to Washington. We can no 
longer kick this can down 
the road and conduct busi-
ness as usual. Th e next com-
missioner must be willing to 
compromise and work as a 
team of fi ve to advance the 
county. Th e job of commis-
sioner is evolving from tak-
ing care of roads and bridges 
to also running a $40 million 
business with 270 employees 
and providing services to 
over 20,000 constituents.
 If I were elected a Precinct 
4 Commissioner for Cooke 
County I would bring to the 
court a proactive, transpar-
ent and effi  cient approach 
to governing and budgeting. 
I would manage to main-
tain safe and effi  cient roads 
and bridges in my precinct. 
I would also work with the 
court to improve the entire 
county. I would also work to 
develop alternative revenue 
streams to reduce taxes. I 
would help develop compre-
hensive long range plans for 
the county. I would protect 
and promote our volunteer 
fi re departments through 
grants and foundations. Fi-
nally, I would protect our 
workforce. We must do 
more for these fi ne men and 
women to keep them from 
moving to other counties for 
more money or benefi ts. 
 Our workforce is vital in 
providing services during 
rapid growth. I feel that my 
background in running a 
school district parallels that 
of running county govern-
ment. Because of my train-
ing and experience in the  
business of schools, I could 
bring valuable knowledge 
and expertise in many areas 
such as personnel retention, 
managing multimillion dol-
lars of public funds, long 
range planning, budgeting, 
setting tax rates, facilities, 
grant writing, foundations 
and much, much more.
 As you can see, I’ve 
thought long and hard be-
fore I entered the race for 
Precinct 4 County Commis-
sioner. I wanted to make sure 
that I could off er the pre-
cinct and the county what 
I felt is needed to move the 
county forward. I under-
stand it’s a big job that will 
demand my full time and at-
tention. As a superintendent, 
I’m accustomed to working 
long hours and being on the 
clock 24-7. I’m ready for the 
challenge. I have no other 
outside work to take up my 
time, and I will be commit-
ted to the county. 
 When voting for your next 
Precinct 4 Commissioner 
please look at the entire pic-
ture for the county and un-
derstand the magnitude of 
this position. I feel I have the 
qualifi es needed for the job. 
Th e vision for the future and 
the time needed to get the 
job done.
What are some changes 
that you plan to make if 
elected?
 Some of the changes I 
would propose if elected 
would be, fi rst of all, reduc-
ing the tax rates. We can no 
longer just burden the tax-
payers by increasing more 
and more taxes on them. Th e 
tax burden is way too much 
now. 
 What I would fi rst try to 
do is look at alternative rev-
enue streams to off set the tax 
burdens on the constituents. 
I would look at combined 
purchasing. I would look 
at becoming more effi  cient 
with our facilities, long range 
planning, grant writing and 
growth. Growth is also very 

valuable to the tax rates.
 You shouldn’t fi ght 
growth. Growth should be 
something that you should 
encourage because growth 
adds assets to your county. 
Whenever you add assets to 
your county, you add value 
to your county. And when-
ever you add value to your 
county that usually makes 
your tax rates go down. Th e 
more money you have in 
value, the less taxes you re-
ally have to pay. We should 
encourage growth but we 
should be prepared for it. Al-
ways should be prepared for 
it.
 Another thing that I would 
look at changing would be, 
I’d look at a comprehensive 
long range plan. You have 
to have a long range plan so 
you know where you’re go-
ing, so you have an idea what 
you want to accomplish. My 
long range plan would in-
clude fi scal management and 
accountability. I don’t think 
we have near enough ac-
countability with our county 
government right now and 
facilities management should 
have a plan. Where do we 
want to go with building? 
What do we want to do ten 
years from now? Growth and 
infrastructure needs a plan. 
You can’t expect growth to 
come in if you don’t have 
infrastructures to support 
it. You’ve got to know what 
your roadmaps are for in-
frastructure to provide the 
growth of a changing county. 
 I’d like to prepare and 
maintain a workforce which 
is so vital to providing ser-
vices for a rapidly growing 
county. We should involve 
our workforce in so many 
diff erent areas. We should 
involve our cities, our 
schools and our colleges to 
provide services back to our 
workforce and training in 
diff erent areas and compli-
ance issues so we can have a 
well-trained workforce.
 And last, one of the chang-
es that I think is very impor-
tant is changes to support 
of volunteer fi remen. I’m a 
very strong proponent of our 
volunteer fi re departments. 
I don’t know if people really 
realize just how valuable they 
are to our county. 
 If we had to support a 
countywide fi re department, 
we would have to fund an ad-
ditional 14 to 20 cents more 
into our budget which would 
raise that 41 cents to 60 cents 
to provide enough money, 
enough revenue to provide a 
fi re department for the coun-
ty. So, our volunteer fi re de-
partments are so invaluable 
to our county and I would 
fi ght to protect them with 
diff erent resources available.
 I’d like to see our county 
provide our volunteer fi re-
men with grant writers to 
help supplement their bud-
gets. I’d like to organize com-
bined purchasing so we could 
all order together which 
would also reduce their costs. 
And I would suggest that we 
could reimburse them for 
some of their response calls 
to diff erent county situations 
they have to go on and I’d 
also like to form what would 
be called a fi rst responders 
foundation. Th is founda-
tion would provide funds in 
case of an accident to any of 
our fi rst responders. For ex-
ample, if one of our fi remen 
was hurt and needed some 
funds, the fi rst thing we do 
is have a fundraiser which 
takes three weeks to organize. 
Th en it takes another week to 
provide, then we have to get 
the check to the wife or the 
family. If we had a fi rst re-
sponders foundation that we 
could back up on, we’d have 
a board that could oversee 
that and immediately pro-
vide money back to the fi rst 
responder’s wife or children. 
I think this would be some-
thing that would defi nitely 
be needed. I think it would 
be a good perk for them also. 
We go back and talk about 
budgets and how satisfi ed 
our workforce is. One of the 
things I was talking about is 
are they satisfi ed with their 
environment? Well, if they 
had a fi rst responders foun-
dation that they could back 
up on in case they got hurt 
that would be a pretty good 
perk to maybe hold that 
workforce together in Cooke 
County so we wouldn’t lose 
them to another county.
 Th ose are just some of the 
things that I would propose, 
some of the changes that I 
would propose for Cooke 
County if I were elected Pre-
cinct 4 Commissioner.
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What are some changes 
that you plan to make if 
elected?
 Th ere again, until I get in 
there, I really can’t say that I 
would change anything. As 
far as the precinct out there, 
they’ve got a great bunch of 
guys. Th ey’re very knowl-
edgeable. Th ey know what 
needs to be done. Until I ac-
tually would be elected and 
sitting in offi  ce I don’t know 
I can say there is a whole lot 
I would change right now 
until I see a lot of the work-
ings. I learned that being on 
the school board where you 

think, ‘Oh, I’m going to go 
in here and change this’ and 
the state has your hands tied 
on everything. For me to sit 
here and say, ‘I’m going to 
do this and do that and I’m 
going to lower your taxes,’ 
bunch of nonsense because 
you don’t know. You just 
don’t know. I try not to be a 
politician. I’m not going to 
sit here and lie to you.
 I feel like I know as far as 
stuff  that needs to be done to 
some of the roads that would 
maybe help them a little bit. 
As far as the other side of it, I 
get a lot of practice with poli-
cies and procedures and all 
that with the school board.

Matt Sicking
Republican

John Metzler
Republican

Crossword Puzzle Answers

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 

per week.

940.665.2320

If you’ve lost 
your cat or 

dog, be sure 
to check these 

places

Noah’s Ark 
Animal Shel-

ter
940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

Use The Weekly News for 
all of your legal notice 
needs. We service the larg-
est number of clients of 
ANY paper in the Cooke 
County Area. Our legal 
notices are a low, fl at rate 
price to help you fulfi l your 
legal obligations. Give us a 
call to fi nd out more, 940-
665-2320 or visit us on-
line day or night at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Prancer is an energet-
ic, fun-loving girl. She 
LOVES getting to play 
with toys outside and runs 
with her feet out in front of 
her. She enjoys getting to 
play with you but will also 
just as happily play with 
the toys by herself. Pranc-
er loves being around 
people and enjoys all the 
attention she gets. She is 
good with other dogs and 
has the best time when she 
gets to go outside with her 
best friend Derby. Prancer 
is already spayed and mi-

crochipped so she could go home the same day she is 
adopted. She has been vaccinated and is up-to-date on 
her parasite and fl ea prevention. If you are interested in 
adopting Prancer please give us a call at (940)665-9800 
and we can set you up an appointment to come in and 
meet her! 

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                                                               12/29

Estate 
Sales

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Split Oak, Mesquite and 
Pecan Firewood. Delivery 
Available. 940-668-8840.
                                                                                                         01/26

Seasoned Oak
Firewood

$150 a Rick
Callisburg

940-372-1799

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-medical 
home care business ser-
vicing Cooke, Grayson, 
Denton and Montague 
Counties. They provide 
assistance with transporta-
tion, medication reminders, 
grooming, housekeeping 
and pre/post-op care.  Must 
be 18 or older, have some 
experience with helping 
seniors and providing non-
medical home care.  Shifts 
may vary depending on 
patients needs. Call 940-
736-0496 or email local-
hearts2019@gmail.com.
                                                                  01/26

Help Wanted
Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                                       
01/26

Performance Equine Associates is a  veterinary hospi-
tal for horses in Thackerville, OK. We are hiring for an 
equine technician/ assistant. A degree is not necessary but 
horse handling is. Info@pea-texoma.com or call 580-276-
1600. Immediate opening! Great benefi ts! 
                                                                                                                                                       02/02

Woodbine Special Utility District is now accepting appli-
cations for a FIELD OPERATOR.  Duties will include 
the operation and maintenance of a public water utility 
system.  Woodbine S.U.D. offers an elite benefi ts package 
which includes competitive pay, paid insurance, vacation, 
sick time and TCDRS retirement.  Woodbine Special Util-
ity District also pays for all educations and licenses related 
to the water industry.
Applicants should apply at 17 CR 209, Gainesville, TX 
76240.
                                                                                                                                                       01/26
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By order of the Commissioners Court of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, a public hearing to deliberate and consider 
possible action on the replat of Lots 1R and 2R of NBC 
Properties Subdivision in Pct. 1 will be held on Mon-
day, the 28h day of February, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Commissioners Courtroom, 1st Floor of the Cooke 
County Courthouse, 101 South Dixon Street, Gaines-
ville, Texas.
                                                                                                                                                        02/02

Legal Notices
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of SANDRA KAY COX, De-
ceased, were issued on January 25, 2022, in Cause 
No. PR18067, pending in the County Court of Cooke 
County, Texas, to: CHARLES EDWARD COX.
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 c/o:  James A. Fry
  Attorney at Law
  306 N & Travis St.
  Sherman, TX 75090

DATED the 27th day of January, 2022.
 
   James A. Fry
   Attorney for CHARLES EDWARD COX
   State Bar No.: 07493900
   306 N. Travis St.
   Sherman, TX 75090
   Telephone: (903) 892-6602
   Facsimile: (903) 892-1636
   E-mail: admin@jamesfrylaw.com

                         02/02

STATE OF TEXAS            COUNTY OF COOKE 
COUNTY COURT AT LAW 

IN THE ESTATE OF SARAH LYNETTE SKAGGS 
PR18079 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

To all persons interested in the Estate of SARAH LY-
NETTE SKAGGS: 

 On 1/25/2022, DEWAYNE SKAGGS fi led a(n) 
APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP & 
APPLICATION FOR INDEPENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRTION & LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 
in Cause No. PR18079 in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas. 

 Said APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIR-
SHIP & APPLICATION FOR INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRTION & LETTERS OF ADMINIS-
TRATION may be heard and acted upon by said court 
after 10 o’clock a.m. on the fi rst Monday next after the 
expiration on ten days from the date of publication of 
this citation. 

 All persons interested in said estate are hearby cited 
to appear before said court by fi ling a written answer 
contesting said should they desire to do so. 

 Given under my hand and seal of offi ce in Cooke 
County, Texas, this 28th day of January, 2022. 

    Pam Harrison, County Clerk
    Cooke County Court at Law
    Cooke County Courthouse
    101 S. Dixon St. Rm 109
    Gainesville, TX 76240 
                                                                                                                                                        02/02

NOTICE OF BID

Woodbine Special Utility District has declared surplus 
and is offering for sale by sealed bid, one (1) 8’ x 20’ 
fl atbed farm wagon. Unit is not titled; therefore, a bill 
of sale will be provided.
Unit may be viewed at 17 CR 209, Gainesville, TX 
76240.
Bids will be opened on February 10, 2022, at the regu-
lar monthly meeting of the Woodbine Special Utility 
District.

   Rickey D. Kemp, General Manager
   Woodbine Special Utility District
                                                                                                                                                        02/02

No. PR18016
IN THE ESTATE OF THOMAS KENT LEWIS, 

DECEASED
IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW 

COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Ad-
minstration for the Estate of THOMAS KENT LEW-
IS, Deceased, were issued on January 20, 2022, under 
Docket No. PR18016, pending in the Probate Court of 
Cooke County, Texas, to Justin H. Beedle.
 Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for 
the estate, addressed as follows:

 Justin H. Beedle, Independent Administrator
 Estate of Thomas Kent Lewis, Deceased
 c/o Craig R. Novak, of Counsel
 Leggett Clemons Crandall, PLLC
 5700 Granite Parkway, Suite 950
 Plano, TX 75024

 All persons having claims against this estate, which 
is currently being administered, are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.

DATED: January 25, 2022.

  LEGGETT CLEMONS CRANDALL, PLLC
  Craig R. Novak, of Counsel
  State Bar No. 24049949
  Attorney(s) for Independent Administrator
  5700 Granite Parkway, Suite 950
  Plano, TX 75024
  Tel: 214-473-8686
  Fax: 214-473-8685
  Email: crnattorney@nlftexas.com
                                                                                                                                                        02/02

PUBLIC NOTICE OF TEST OF AUTOMATIC 
TABULATING EQUIPMENT

Notice is hereby given that the automatic tabulating 
equipment and precinct scanners that will be used 
in the Joint Primary Election held on March 1, 2022 
will be tested on February 9, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Cooke County Annex, 112 S. Dixon St., Gainesville, 
TX 76240 to ascertain that it will accurately count the 
votes cast for all offi ces and on all measures. 

Pam Harrison, County Clerk

AVISO PUBLICO DE PROBAR EL EQUIPO 
PARA TABULAR AUTOMATICAMENTE 

Por lo presente se da aviso que el equipo para tabular 
automaticamente que se usara en la Elección general  
que se llevara a cabo el 1 de marzo de 2022 se probara 
el 9 de febrero de 2022 a las 10:00 a.m.  en  Cooke 
County Anexo 112 S. Dixon St. Gainesville, TX 76240 
para determinar si el equipo contara can exacitud los 
votos para todos los puestos ofi ciales y sobre proyectos 
de ley.

Pam Harrison , Secretario del Condado
                                                                                                                                                        02/02

NO. PR 18046
IN THE ESTATE OF LEONARD MICHAEL

MYERS, DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Ad-
ministration for the Estate of Leonard Michael Myers, 
Deceased, were issued on January 18, 2022, in Cause 
No. PR18046, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Flaviana Myers. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 c/o James L. Moss
 Attorney for Flaviana Myers
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698 

DATED the 24th day of January, 2022.

   James L. Moss
   SBN: 24049592
   james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 
                                                                                                                                                        02/02

NO. PR 18042
IN THE ESTATE OF BRYAN RAYMOND 

LARUE, DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Ad-
ministration for the Estate of Bryan Raymond LaRue, 
Deceased, were issued on January 18, 2022, in Cause 
No. PR18042, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas, to: Linda LaRue. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
 c/o James L. Moss
 Attorney for Linda LaRue
 104 West Main Street 
 Gainesville, Texas 76240
 Phone: (940) 665-5697
 Facsimile: (940) 665-5698 

DATED the 24th day of January, 2022.

   James L. Moss
   SBN: 24049592
   james.moss@robertsonmoss.com 

                         02/02

Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call to fi nd out more at 940-665-
2320 or email sales.team@theweeklynewscc.com.

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
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for less
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Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
               

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

House for rent in North-
east Central Gainesville: 
2 Bedroom 1 Bathroom 
(tub/shower combo). 
Washer/Dryer, Refrigera-
tor, Gas Range included. 
Large fenced back yard 
with a storage building. 
No indoor pets. No smok-
ing. $800.00/month plus a 
$800.00 security deposit. 
$40.00 non-refundable 
application fee per adult. 
Please call 972-742-9279 
for more details.
                                                                                   01/26

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

For only $39/year you can
receive the best news coverage 

in Cooke County at home!

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas 
Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Missing
Something?

Offering subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272

Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 
Lindsay - 76250 • Myra - 76253

Two- 2 Bedroom,
1 Bath Duplex Apts. 
Refrigerator, Stove, 

Window ACs,
Space Heaters,

Water Paid $725/
Mth, $325 Deposit, 

No Pets.
401/403 N Howeth St

Gainesville
940-668-6388

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Do you need
design help?
We can help with 
any size project!

Inserts ~ Flyers ~ Invitations ~ Advertising
Just give us a call!!!

The Weekly News
 St   ~  Gainesville, TX

940-665-2320

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® House For Rent

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
809 S Weaver 

Shady Glen Apts.
Lynnwood Apts.

Shadowood
Townhomes 

224 Gordon Street, Two 
Bedroom, 1 ½ Bath, Cot-
tage Style in Historic 
Neighborhood, $1000/
Month. 940-736-7582.
                                                                                   02/09

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads to the entire coun-
ty for as low as $7.50/week. Give us a call 940.665.2320.
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EARLY VOTING:	Feb. 14th thru Feb. 25th, 8 am - 6 pm, 
Mon-Fri at the Cooke County Annex 

www.ElectKlement.com	 	facebook.com/ElectLeonKlement

										Cooke	County	needs	a	strong,	
experienced	leader	who	can	guide	us	during	
the	expansive	growth	that	is	upon	us.	If	the	
voters	want	a	County	Judge	who	will	put	
the	people	and	the	taxpayers	fi	rst,	then	I	am	
the	man	for	the	job.		I	will	work	harder	than	
anyone	every	single	day	to	help	make	our	
County	the	best	place	in	Texas	to	live,	work,	
raise	a	family,	and	worship	as	we	please,	
as	we	all	prosper	together.		It	would	be	an	
honor	to	serve	as	Cooke	County	Judge.

    Leon Klement

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

$25 Gift Certi  cate
to a Local Restaurant when you

Call us for a Free Roof Inspection!
- Limited Time Only -

(Continued from Page 3)

Bessie Franklin 
Dudenhoeffer

Services
 Bessie Franklin Duden-
hoeff er, retired registered 
nurse, went to be with her 
husband and her son in 
the early morning hours 
of January 28, 2022. Mrs. 
Dudenhoeff er will be laid 
to rest at Fairview Cemetery 
following private services.  
Th e public may pay their re-
spects on Saturday, January 
29, at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home.
History
 Bessie was born on De-
cember 2, 1934 in Crowell, 
TX to James and Susie Bell 
(Tye) Franklin. Th e fam-
ily relocated to Gainesville 
where she graduated high 
school on May 29, 1953. 
She attended Cooke County 
Junior College and received 
her Associates Degree in 
both Business Administra-
tion (1955) and Nursing 
(May 9, 1976).
 She married her special 
love, Michael Dudenhoeff er, 
on February 16, 1957 and 
together they raised six chil-
dren on the Dudenhoeff er 
family farm in Gainesville. 
Bessie loved her Cherokee 
Indian heritage and her girls 
took her to many Pow Wows 
over the years. She also loved 
to sew, making many quilts 
for her family out of blue 
jeans. She loved traveling 
with her girls, especially to 
the beach. She was also an 
avid reader and loved West-
erns and Mysteries.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, sister Essie 
Franklin, brother Jimmie 
Franklin, four little angel 
siblings, her husband, and 
son, Tony Dudenhoeff er.
Survivors
 Bessie is survived by her 
daughters; Tessie Wagner 
and husband Steve of Idaho, 
Kathy Hudson and hus-
band Mike of Greenville, 
Bernadette Brown and hus-
band Michael of Era, and 
Rosanne Ramsey and hus-
band Ronnie of Decatur, 
a son, Matt Dudenhoeff er, 
11 grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren, and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, you 
may make a donation to 
the charity of your choice or 
Cooke County Library.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Brittany “Brita” Nicole
Adkins Hamilton

 
Services
 Christian funeral services 
for Brittany “Brita” Nicole 
Adkins Hamilton, age 36 
of Gainesville, are sched-
uled for Friday, January 28, 
2022, at 2:00 PM at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home with Jack Jones offi  ci-
ating. Th e visitation will be 
held from 5:30-7:30 PM on 
Th ursday, January 27, 2022 
at the funeral home.  Pall-
bearers are members of the 
Gainesville Police Depart-
ment: Armando Landin, 
Christopher Garner, Ronald 
Alford, Tom Reynolds, Mi-
chael Young and Klayton 
Cantrell. 
 Brita will be laid to rest 
with the rest of her family 
at Mount Zion Cemetery in 
Collinsville, TX following 
the funeral service.
History 
 Brittany Nicole Adkins 
Hamilton passed away into 
the arms of Jesus on Sunday, 
January 23, 2022. Brita was 
born on August 24, 1985 in 
Denton, Texas, to Terry and 
Peggy Adkins.  Brita gradu-
ated from Gainesville High 
School in 2003.  While in 
high school Brita worked at 
Bass shoes, while being very 
involved in the Electric Red 
Dance team and was captain 
of the dance team her senior 
year!  After graduating high 
school, she began working at 
North Texas Medical Center 
which led to her career in 
the medical fi eld.  In June 
2006 Brita began working 
for TeamHealth and con-
tinued to work there until 
she passed.  Brita’s job was 
so important to her and she 
poured her heart and soul 
into her work.  While work-
ing full time, Brita also went 
to college at the University 
of North Texas, where she 
then graduated in 2009.  
Brita loved using her tal-
ents and wisdom wherever 
she could. She loved being 
involved in the community 
and if you knew Brita, you 
know when she was commit-
ted to something, she gave 
it her all to the best of her 
ability.  Brita was a member 
of Temple Baptist Church. 
She was very active in Relay 
for Life, where she held nu-
merous positions and was an 
avid supporter of Righteous 
Ways. Brita always had a 
passion for dance and con-
tinued this by teaching kids 
at Dance Fever for 13 years.  
She taught tap, ballet, jazz, 
hip hop and tumbling and 
the kids loved to learn from 
her and they all held such 
a special place in her heart!  
Brita met the love of her life 
Th omas in August 2016 and 
the two of them got married 
May 24, 2018 in Cuchara, 

Colorado. 
Survivors 
 Brita is survived by her 
husband Th omas Hamilton 
and daughter Audrey.  She is 
also survived by sister Kris-
sa Klement and husband 
Tim, sister Kristin Lee and 
husband Michael, brother-
in-law Nate Cook, sister-
in-law Tiff any Lester and 
husband John, sister-in-law 
Patricia Hamilton, mother-
in-law Penny, and husband 
Jim Southerland, father-in-
law Allen Hamilton, Aunt 
Donna Partain and husband 
Larry, Aunt Wanda Whitley 
and husband Don, Aunt 
Carolyn Adkins and Dane 
and Marie Coker.  Nieces 
and Nephews Brooke Jones, 
Chase Klement, Lexie 
Coker, Trever Coker, Jacob 
Campbell, Nathan “Trey” 
Cook, Joshua Cook, Aid-
en Lester, Jesse and Jamie 
Jelinek, numerous cous-
ins and Fur babies- Moses, 
Lincoln, Hank, Willie, Lou 
Lou.
 Brita was preceded in 
death by sister, Traci Cook, 
Parents Peggy and Terry 
Adkins, Uncle Ronnie Ad-
kins and wife Peggy, Grand-
parents Tom and. Jean 
Kammerdiener, Woodrow 
“Woody” and Bernice Ad-
kins and her beloved fur 
baby Dolce.
 Brita was an active par-
ticipant and supporter of 
several organizations in-
cluding the American Can-
cer Society, Relay for Life, 
Righteous Ways, United 
Way, National MS Society 
and Muttley Farms located 
in Valley View, TX.  If you 
would like to honor her 
and her love for animals 
and medical research, please 
consider donating to any of 
these organizations instead 
of fl owers or consider adopt-
ing some fur babies from a 
shelter.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Katherine Ann
(Struder) Morris

Services
 Katherine Ann (Studer) 
Morris passed away on Janu-
ary 23, 2022 at 76 years old. 
No services planned.
History

Katherine was born on 
February 6, 1945 to Charles 
Studer and Ann (Edmon-
son) Brown. She was mar-
ried to Charley Morris on 
April 9, 1969.
 Th roughout her life, she 
was a member of various 
organizations: Temple Bap-
tist Church in Gainesville, 
Tx, the Gainesville Chapter 
of the Red Cross, Texoma 
MHMR, and NAMI.
Survivors

She is survived by her 

daughter and son-in-law, 
Joanna and Joe Bowling of 
Gainesville, TX; her sister 
and brother-in-law Jody and 
Bill Farmer of Royse City, 
TX; six grandchildren [and 
spouses], Charlie [Robby] 
Benton of Gainesville, TX, 
Katie [Jon] Alsup of Gaines-
ville, TX, Christina [Jesus] 
Falcon of Gunter, TX, Can-
di [Tommy] Gee of Midwest 
City, OK, Krystal Morris of 
Th ackerville, OK; Jimmy 
Jordan Jr. of Gainesville, 
TX; fi ve great-grandchil-
dren; her niece and nephew; 
and partner, Harold Sharp.
 She was preceded in 
death by her father, mother, 
spouse, and son, Jimmy Jor-
dan.

Raudine Womacks

Services
 Raudine Moser Womacks, 
83, of Woodbine, passed 
away at her residence on Jan-
uary 23, 2022. Funeral ser-
vices will begin at 2:00 P.M., 
with visitation to follow, on 
Th ursday, January 27, 2022, 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home.
History
 “Nene” or “Mom”, as she 
was aff ectionately known, 
was born on October 16, 
1938 in Gainesville.  She was 
raised in Gainesville, attend-
ed Canada School as a child, 
and graduated from Gaines-
ville High School where she 
was a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society.  She drove 
a truck early in her career 
but spent the most time as a 
House Parent at Gainesville 
State School from where she 
retired in 1995.
 Ms. Womacks enjoyed be-

ing in nature; whether it was 
hunting, fi shing, riding four-
wheelers or her Mule, or car-
ing for her animals.  She was 
also an artist; as she sewed, 
quilted, drew, painted, did 
leatherwork, and loved 
working crossword puzzles.  
Ms. Womacks was also 
known to “occasionally” visit 
the casino.  Above all else, 
she fi ercely loved her family 
and treasured every moment 
spent with them.
Survivors
 Survivors include: son, 
Kevin Breeden of Woodbine; 
son, Bryce Breeden and wife, 
Tammy of Gainesville; daugh-
ter, Sonsura Pestoni and hus-
band, JM of Corpus Christi; 
grandchildren: Rachel King, 
Tyler Bratcher (wife, Sharel), 
Tessia Fitzpatrick (husband, 
Michael), Ashley Monk 
(husband, Richard), Bry-
cee Breeden, Zach Coulter 
(wife, Asia), Dakota Coul-
ter (wife, Brittany), TaKara 
Schmidlkofer; and Shalynn 
Blevins; great-grandchildren: 
A.J., Zoe, Aurora, Whitley, 
Lucas, McKinley, and Haven; 
sister, Gayle Moser of Gaines-
ville; brother, Mo Moser and 
wife, Rhonda of Gainesville; 
and niece, Debbie Kerr of 
Callisburg.
 Ms. Womacks was pre-
ceded in death by: parents, 
Odell and Dona (Ballard) 
Moser; son, Favin Breeden, 
and sister, Clora June Mabry.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, memori-
al contributions may be made 
to support stroke survivors, 
their families, caregivers and 
friends by providing resourc-
es, services, education and 
information that improves 
their quality of life. https://

gofund.me/9ab4c600
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Liliana Garcia

Services
 Liliana Garcia, 56 of 
Gainesville, Texas passed 
away on January 27, 2022.  
Rosary will be held at Meador 
Funeral Home Chapel, 1204 
E. California Street, Gaines-
ville on Th ursday, February 
3, 2022, at 6:00 pm with 
visitation to follow until 
8:00 pm.  Funeral Mass will 
be held at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Gainesville, Texas 
on Friday, February 4, 2022, 
at 10:30 am.
History
 She was born April 8, 
1965, in Mexico to Rosalio 
Barron and Guadalupe Reyes.  
Liliana married Raymundo 
Garcia on August 31, 1993, 
in Pasadena Harris County.  
 Liliana spent most of her 
time working, during her 
free time she helped others 
in need by raising money for 
whatever their struggle was.  
She loved spending much of 
her time with her dogs and 
visiting with close friends.
Survivors
 Liliana is survived by her 
husband, Raymundo Gar-
cia; brothers, Alvaro Bar-
ron Reyes, Rosalio Barron 
Reyes, Eleazar Barron Reyes, 
Homero Barron Reyes all of 
Mexico; sisters, Hortensia 
Barron Reyes, Maria de la 
Paz Barron Reyes, Leticia 
Barron Reyes all of Mexico.
Preceded in death by father, 
Rosalio Barron and mother, 
Guadalupe Reyes.

Obituaries


